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presents the problems to be confronted in pastoral work; the visitation 
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the best way to cooperate with physicians and psychiatrists. This volume 
is an essential part of every minister’s library. $2.50 
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No Matter Where You Live 


srs from pastors—some right at our door, others 
nm many miles away—asking if we can be of help 
hem. 


STANCE NO OBSTACLE 


rom Maine to California, from Texas to Northern 
ada, come these inquiries, all telling the discour- 
2g story of small congregations, indifferent work- 
lack of co-operation, empty pews. These pastors 
ize the need of something that will keep the com- 
uity informed of the Church’s doings and awaken 
interest of the business men. 

1 most instances we can refer you to pastors in 
-by churches where the Parish Paper Idea is used 
essfully. Regardless of how far away your church 
be from us we can serve you quickly and effec- 
ly. Distance is no obstacle. We now print Parish 
ers for churches in every State in the Union. 


E PARISH PAPER IDEA 


' you are preaching to empty pews try out a 
sh paper. The best methods of church publicity, 


samples of parish papers produced by this company, 
ss well as full particulars regarding our Standardized 
service will be mailed to your office. Use this coupon. 


, Our Parish Paper Service 
Will Solve Your “Empty Pew” Problem 


RACTICALLY every church in the United States 
and Canada must face the empty pew problem 
1e time during its existence. Every day we receive 


the proper use of printers’ ink, will work wonders in 
your church. A parish paper will make people think 
about your church—thinking, talking, planning, con- 
tributing! With the Parish Paper you can talk with 
them, tell them what you are doing and planning 
to do; you can place your message in every home in 
the community. - 


EXTEND YOUR INFLUENCE 


Why struggle along through your pastorate, giving 
the best that is in you and yet laboring under heavy 
handicaps? What the Parish Paper has done for 
others it will do for you: advertise your church, 
increase the attendance and collection, conserve your 
time and increase your own prestige, and build a 
unity among your church workers and business men 
that will surprise you. You can be a successful pastor 
with a parish paper. 

You can publish a parish paper without costing 
you one penny. We will be glad to tell you how, 
free of charge. You really owe it to yourself and your 
church to investigate. 
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Best Policy and Highest Wisdor 


A few months ago a display of the newe 
type of aircraft took place near one of o1 
large cities. Over seventy thousand attend 
and gave attention to new devices and nov 
ideas. The following day, however, one of tl 
officials responsible for the display, vigorous 
protested against the pilfering which toc 
place. The attendants were not numero 
enough to protect the machines and hundrec 
of parts were stolen. The most serious aspe 
of the dishonesty was that vital parts were rf 
moved from machines. just about to fly. Haz 
the thefts not been noticed there would hay 
been serious loss of life. 


In one of the essays of the Australian e 
.sayist, Rev. F. W. Boreham, there is the stot 
of an old man who kept a store and who ha 
earned the respect of the countryside becau: 
of his absolute honesty. One day a visitor di 
covered that, placed in-a spot where he coul 
constantly see it, there was a quotation frot 
the Bible. It was taken from Proverbs 11:1 
“A false balance is an abomination before tk 
Lord.” So many centuries ago a devout H 
brew grasped this truth, that attendance at tk 
temple or synagogue was not enough. Religio 
is more than attendance upon public worshif 
it cannot be kept in a separate compartmen 
It affects the whole of life and true religio 
and dishonesty are mutually exclusive. The 
cannot dwell together in the same heart. Th 
was a noble thing George Washington saic 
“I consider the most enviable of all titles tk 
character of an honest man.”—Archer Wallac 
in ‘The Classmate.” . 
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Bearing Witness to the Truth 


by HAROLD COOKE PHILLIPS 


The nature of Christian truth — how to understand it more clearly and 
preach it more effectively — is the subject of this brilliant study. Basing 
his book on the Lyman Beecher “Yale” Lectures on Preaching, Dr. 
Phillips .discusses preaching as a means of “bearing witness to the 
truth.” 'With deep and practical insight he examines the meaning of 
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1946, tells how scholars first brought the New Testament into the Revised Standard Version 


English tongue and how their successors have striven to keep its text 
accutate and its spirit reverent. A book of particular significance for: 
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BELIEFS THAT 
MAKE US STRONG 


A. WALLACE COPPER 


E live in a generation that minimizes 
belief. We are told it does ‘not matter 
what a man believes, it is what he does 
; counts. It is apparent that such a con- 
ion is not only erroneous but dangerous. 
man’s life is the expression of what he 
eves. An individual is but the manifesta- 
. of convictions that are within him. Study 
behaviour of a man, watch him in a 
is, and you can formulate the philosophy 
holds tenaciously. 
Jn one occasion Abraham Lincoln was 
red a profitable position by political lead- 
if he would give up his belief that slav- 
should be abolished. The scene is in a 
l-western hotel. Lincoln is pacing the 
by contemplating the offer and scrutinizing 
convictions. Finally, he says to one of the 
itical leaders, “I cannot do as you sug- 
t, for slavery is wrong.” In such an hour 
fundamental belief of Lincoln in the 
d-given right of man to be free guided his 
ons. He held tenaciously to that belief 
| was able, finally, to sign his name to an 
nortal document that declared all men in 
1erica free. 
We marvel at the way in which Jesus was 
e to overcome. During the Lenten season 
will follow Him as He steadily moves in 
direction of Calvary. We are impressed 
His poise and power, by the courage and 
ngth with which He faces every situation. 
; ability to overcome stirs us, and we ask, 
y was He unafraid? What gave Him the 
essary vitality to stand such strain, and 
lly, on Calvary to become for all mankind 
hope of the race. 
[he convictions He held, the determination 
put them to the test of life, made it 
sible for Him to come into the closest pos- 
e relationship with the realities of the uni- 
se. Without such beliefs He could not 
‘e gloriously conquered, and become for all 
n the Saviour. 
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[he fundamental belief that strengthened 
us was the realization that God was the 
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great reality in whom He lived and moved 
and had His being. It was so magnificently 
expressed on the cross when He cried, ‘Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit.” From 
this realization of the presence of God there 
emanated His prayer life. When He looked 
out upon the beauty of the world He saw 
the evidence of the Divine handiwork.. The 
sparrow and the lily, the sunshine and the 
rain, the longing heart of man and the win- 
someness of a little child, all these and’ more 
brought to His mind the greatness and mag- 
nanimity of God. 

He lived in such close relationship with the 
Father that the will of God became His will, 
the love of God became His love. So close 
was the relationship that He could say with 
assurance, ‘“The Father and I are One.’ His 
life was such a perfect channel for God's 
spirit that He met the difficulties of existence 
with a power that was not His own. As the 
ages have beheld Him they have seen more 
than the historical Jesus. They have seen God 
in human life. To know Jesus is to know 
God. 9 

The Master made it clear that abundant life 
could-only be experienced by living in God’s 
presence and doing His will. This as) a truth, 
that the noblest men of the centuries have 
been ready to declare. Gladstone in his diary, 
at twenty-one wrote, “In practice the great 
thing is that the life of God may be the su- 
preme habit of my soul.” 

In our day many have denied the reality of 
God. They have declared that God~is the 
great illusion, religion is an opiate, and that 
righteousness is but the postulation of fiction. 
When negations are cherished the results are 
catastrophic. Human freedom is the first cas- 
ualty. Personality is no longer respected. The 
word of man is not reliable because truth has 
no basis in the universe. Materialism becomes 
predominant, and the potential-power of the 
earth is used to destroy and not to build. War 
with its totally annihilating power like the 
shadow of death haunts mankind. When be- 
lief in the reality of God is discarded, abund- 
ant life no longer becomes man’s hope, but 
total destruction becomes man’s fear. 

In spite of the atheism that our secular 
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world has impressed upon so many, science 
has now arrived at the place where it recog- 
nizes that facts point definitely to a creative 
intelligence. This is what Jesus knew by ex- 
perience on Calvary’s path. Science has dis- 
covered that the earth is marvelously made. It 
has found that if the bulk of the earth had 
been greater or less, if its speed had been 
different, if it had been farther from or nearer 
to the sun, life as we know it could not exist 
or have existed. The earth is just far enough 
from the sun so that the fire warms it enough 
and not too much. If the temperature of the 
eatth had varied as little as an average of 
fifty degrees in a single year all vegetation 
would have been dead and man with it. 

We are told that the earth is tilted on its 
axis twenty-three degrees, and that if it had 
not been tilted the poles would be in eternal 
twilight, that water vapor would cause conti- 
nents to be piled with ice, that rainfall would 
be lowered and life could not exist. Science 
tells us the earth is just the right distance from 
the moon, that if it was farther or nearer to it 
catastrophic results would occur. The elements 
that comprise the earth are in the exact pro- 
portions necessary for the existence of life. 
Du Nouy declared in “Human Destiny,” that 
“to believe the universe is the result of chance 
is to hold to that which has one chance over 
against sixtrillion, sixtrillion, sixtrillion, six- 
trillion of being correct.” Eddington said, 
“To believe in materialism is unintelligent.” 

Not only is the faith of Jesus in the Divine 
reality of God substantiated by those who in 
their personal lives put it to the test, but the 


‘most renowned scientists declare that investiga- 


tion has proved that the universe points un- 
deniably in the direction of purpose and in- 
telligence. It was the Mastet’s knowledge 
that this is God’s world, that He is nearer to 
us than the breath we breathe, that He will 
help us to face life and face it whole. This 
realization and the strength that came from it 
gave Him the power to walk Calvary’s path 
and on the cross to point all men to the lov- 
ing Father. 
— I]— 

Jesus not only practiced the presence of the 

Father, but also that love is the most powerful 


and effective force in the world. This was 
not a theoretical assumption, it was Jesus’ 


way of life. Not only did He make it clear 
that God is love, but that His love must guide 
our living. The basic truth of the Sermon on 
the Mount can be summed up in this single 


word. John portrayed this truth when he said, 


“Where love is, God is.” 


The events of history have made it clea 
that hate is a destroyer and that love heal: 
generates power, and unifies what otherwis 
would be division. The terrible treatment o 
Jesus, His arrest, the purple robe and mock 
ing, the crown of thorns, none of these cause 
Him to walk any other path than that of th 
loving heart. Finally, upon the cross H 
cried, ‘Father, forgive them, for they knov 
not what they do.’ So steadfastly did He be 
lieve and know that love was basic in th 
world, so consistently. did He walk this path 
that in the midst of hateful men He appear 
as one altogether loving. 

It is impossible to recount what love ha 
done for the world. The varied and multipl 
agencies of mercy stream from the seamles 
robe of His affection. In the midst of dark 
ness His light of love shines, and a wat-wear 
humanity, longing for abiding peace, take 
hope. Though Gandhi was not a Christian 
think what love did for him, and throug] 
him for all India. Where did he discove 
such love? He said, “When I read in th 
Sermon on the Mount such passages as, ‘Re 
sist not him that is evil, but whosoever smit 
eth thee on thy cheek turn to him the othe 
also,’ I was simply overjoyed.’ The bitter 
ness of his enemies, the imprisonments im 
posed upon him, could not shake his confi 
dence in the invincible power of love. 

The condition of our civilization is an epi 
tome of what hate can do. Edward Week 
in his article “Editor In London,’ publishe 
in the December issue of The Atlantic 
describes what the war has done for England 
The blackened remains of St. Mary LeStranc 
symbolizes the material destruction, but wher 
Mr. Weeks tells of the Juvenile delinquency 
when he states that casualties from the wa 
will reach the greatest total in‘government hos 
pitals by 1970, we then realize the awfu 
price that has been, is, and will be paid fo 
the hate that was let loose in the world. 
heard a Quaker recently returned from Europ 
say that forty years will be required to groy 
the trees around Hamburg to rebuild the city 
The only future hate holds for: the world i 
Hearse Love offers mankind the king 

om. ; 

Psychiatry has added to the testimony o 
history that love is the mightiest force in th 
world to make life abundant. Dr. Alexi 
Carrel, the Nobel Prize winner, said, ‘‘Ead 
state of consciousness probably has a corres 
ponding organic expression, Envy, fear, hate 
when these sentiments are habitual they ar 
capable of starting organic changes and genv 
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THE HANDICAP OF 
OVER-QUOTATION 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


IED of quotation.” This is an epitaph 
which might well be inscribed on the 
gtave of many a sermon. The sermon 

was carefully planned, outlined, organized, 
labored over and prayed over; but it “died of 
quotation.” 

I read recently the inaugural or installation 
address of a professor at one of the Theo- 
logical Seminaries. I had not read ten lines 
before I came upon a quotation, and a very 
good one, too; and in the next line another, 
and also a very good quotation; and so on 
ro the end of the speech. It was an able 
address, and I read it with interest and with 
profit. But the frequency of quotations led 
me to count the number which appeared in 
he address. The number was twenty. If the 
passages in which these quotations appeared 
were deleted, the address would be just a 
shell. 

In such an address, of course, quotations 
may be more fitting and appropriate than in a 
sermon. But if one reads many of the popu- 
lar sermons of the day, one will discover about 
he same proportion of quotations. The min- 
ster is not going long before we hear, “As 
Doctor So and So once said,’’ and soon again, 
‘As the late Bishop So and So said’’; and be- 
ore long, ‘In his latest book Mr. So and So 
hus writes.” If the quotations, however good 
ind apt they may be, were to be deleted from 
he body of the sermon, there would not be 
nuch left that was worthwhile. 

A study of the greatest preachers, such as 
shalmers, Talmage, Phillips, Simpson, Guth- 
ie and Beecher, shows that they hardly ever 
ittered a quotation. Going through the ser- 
nons of Beecher I can recall just one quota- 


‘The handicap of over-quotation is obvious; 
ut more obvious to the hearer than it is to 
he preacher who is in the habit of using quo- 
ations. In the first place, this habit tends to 
ke the preacher, in the development and 
ganization of his sermon, come to depend 
what some one else has said. No mat- 
ow learned or eminent the person whose 
ds are quoted may be, or was, no quota- 
is as effective as a strong and timely 
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utterance by the preacher himself. In the 
second place, relying so much upon quotation, 
either prose or from poetry, dries up the foun- 
tain of imagination in the preacher’s mind and 
heart. This is always a disaster for the 
preacher, for they who rule the pulpit, and 
reach the hearts, and warm the hearts, of the 
people, are men of imagination. 

Again, copious quotation is a quencher of 
true eloquence. It breaks the flow of ardent 
thought and ardent speech. Eloquence is 
something that comes out of a man‘s own soul, 
and no man can be eloquent, except as a 
reciter or an actor is eloquent, when he is 
constantly using the sayings of other men. 
The more Scripture, of course, one quotes, the 
better; but Scripture never dams up the tor- 
rent of impetuous, ardent, evangelical speech, 
but rather adds to it. It might be good for 
all of us preachers to experiment and see if 
we can write and preach a sermon without a 
single quotation in it. 

It was the greatest of all preachers who 
said, “‘Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” 


Possibilities 
Longfellow could take a worthless sheet of 
paper, write a poem on it, and make it worth 
$6,000—tthere is genius. 

Rockefeller can sign his name to a piece of 
paper, and make it worth millions—that is capital. 

Uncle Sam can take gold, stamp an eagle on it, 
and make ‘it worth $20—that is money. 

A mechanic can take material worth $5 and 
make an article worth $20—that is skill. 

An artist can take a 50-cent piece of canvas, 
paint a picture on it, and make it worth $1,000,000 
—that is art. 2 

God can take a worthless, sinful life, wash it in 
the blood of Christ, put His spirit into it and 
make it a blessing to humanity—that is salvation. 

; —The Tie. > 


; Pearl Beginnings 
The only difference between Oriental pearls and 
cultured pearls is the beginning. Oriental pearls- 


develop naturally in oysters_in Oriental waters). 


Cultured pearls are created by inserting a small 
mother-of-pearl bead in the oyster, in beds near 
Japan and the South Sea Islands, and allowing it 
to remain two to seven years. 

Even after careful examination many experts are 
baffled as to whether a pearl is cultured or Ori-— 
ental. But an X-ray can reveal what the pearl is 
founded on. 
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YOU, AN EVANGELIST? 


AARON N. MECKEL 


HEARD of a man who was released from 

a Russian prison some years ago, on one 

condition,—that he read and ponder the 
literature,—the propaganda—of Communism. 
Ours is a day of tremendous propagation and 
evangelism. Messiahs true and false, are 
abroad, and we had better not sit back com- 
placently, saying that God’s side will win out 
in the long run, for where there is no vision, 
the people perish! I commend the common- 
sense realism of the young Anglican clergy- 
man who, along with others, was invited by 
the presiding bishop of his communion to at- 
tend a quiet retreat. He replied as follows: 
“What my church needs is not a quiet time, 
but an earthquake!” 

It is only as every Christian again becomes 
an evangelist that the contemporary Church 
will retrieve the majestic and militant stature 
of the New Testament Church. Turn the 
pages of the Acts of the Apostles and you 
contact men who went up and down the world 
of their time saying, “We cannot but speak 
the things we have seen and heard.” Pray, 
what things? Why, men formerly dead in 
their sins and trespasses, or infested with dis- 
ease, restored to wholeness through the touch 
of Christ. Entire towns and cities shaken by 
the revolutionary power of the Gospel. The 
inspiration into being of fellowships of radi- 
ant people, the planting of those little colon- 
ies of heaven which constituted the first 
Christian churches. All that and more had 
Peter and John beheld. For they had them- 
selves become personally aware of the differ- 
ence Christ nae when He took possession of 
a life. A mighty epidemic had swept them 
into a new orbit of life. ‘“We cannot but 
speak the things we have seen and heard.” 

Miracles of healing and redemption and 
awakening of a like nature should be occur- 


_ ting in the modern Church, our church. They 


will happen again when we are ready for 
them. Said the prophet Isaiah, “Behold, the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save,—but your iniquities have separated be- 


tween you and your God.” A great Christian 


worker has given his opinion that “not mira- 
cles, but great faith has ceased.” What we in 


America need to realize is that the spiritual 


awakening so much needed among us will not 


‘come through a merely routine Christianity; 
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by merely formal preaching, worship, pra 
ing. Neither will the kingdom of Chri 
come by means of impressive but deceptiy 
year-book statistics! If so, it would have con 
long ago. Here for instance, is a chur 
boasting a membership of 2,500, but with a 
average attendance at worship of 400. He 
is still another church with a membership ¢ 
1,200, with an average attendance of 25 
listed. We need a modern Ezekiel to descen 
into the valley of our sterile Christendom, an 
to pray the prayer, “Oh ye dry bones, hei 
the word of the Lord,—behold, I will cau 
breath (the Spirit) to enter into you, and ¥ 
shall live.’”” No, not even to go to churc 
regularly, or to listen to sedate and in 
pressive sermons will suffice. What puts 
growing edge on a church, and keeps it ther 
is something else. It is when every Christia 
and church member becomes an evangelist, 
bringer of others to Christ. 

There is a growing awareness of the nee 
of the fervent heart in Christian work. Th 
ultimatum which the times hurls at us is sin 
ply, EVANGELIZE OR PERISH! In i 
Crusade for Christ the Methodist church e& 
ceeded its goal of 1,000,000 new member 
The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., has set 
goal of 1,000,000 in three years; the Di 
ciples of Christ, 900,000 in three years; th 
Congregational Christian churches, 240,000 | 
three years, and the Evangelical United Bret! 
ren, 300,000 in four years. (The Watchma 
Examiner, April 15, 1948, Editorial, p. 384 
The Roman Catholic Church is waging one ‘ 
the greatest evangelistic campaigns in its lor 
history, and is coming down into our Sout 
land with trucks laden with religious literatur 
Its “propaganda” abounds on the streets 
our leading cities. It believes in evangeli 
The various and many peripheral sects a 
using our comparatively  aeceten and cor 
sage churches as a happy hunting-grour 
or new converts. One sometimes sees mo 
honest-to-goodness—down-to-earth evangelis 
at work in service clubs than in the church 
Church of the living God, awaken to yo 
great task of bringing the Gospel urgen 
again to men! Retrieve the stature of th 
church whose members and adherents on 
went the length of the known earth, sayi 

We cannot but speak the things we h 
seen and heard!” pe 3) aah 

Somehow we must dispel the rank her 
A . i sch. pmo. (i CEN Soa 

oy . ety, 
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vat Christian preaching and witness are the 
sk of certain professional men we call “min- 
ters’’, and whom we engage to do it for us. 
Vhen Christian laymen side-stepped their re- 
sonsibility before God, saying, “it’s the pas- 
t's job, not mine,” the Christian Cause was 
t back countless years! We have only made 
ank attacks on the sin and evil of our day, 
top a moment and think, just how the Chris- 
an enterprise got started in the world. It 
got going’ as plain people like ourselves, 
en, women, boys and girls, who had ex- 
erienced the transforming touch of Christ, 
elt an urge to share with others what they 
ad received. The entire Christian enterprise, 
hurches, worship, evangelism, missions, and 
ll, grew by the power of an irresistible con- 


gion. It spread like an epidemic as indi- 
iduals “caught it’ and shared what they 
ound. 


The kind of evangelism I am pleading for, 
oes not necessarily consist of huge mass 
ieetings, brass bands and massed choirs. It 
n't pretentious, and doesn’t specialize in the 
tunt approach. It begins right where you 
ive and work and study. Its message is the 
atm response of your own soul to Christ. 
ts not at all pretentious, but brings amaz- 
ag results when it is operative. Some of us 
te already at work, bearing a vital witness of 
yvord and deed. And as more and more of us 
ome under the spell of Christ and share His 
ife with others, wonderful things are in store. 
Jur ultimate aim is not to inflate church mem- 
ership statistics, but to bring the Kingdom 
f Christ closer to men. The chief of police 
f Ypsilanti, Michigan, recently laid the fault 
f much of the juvenile waywardness of our 
lay at the door of an un-evangelistic church. 
The saving of souls,” says he, “is rapidly be- 
oming a lost art.” We in the modern church 
eed what the old-fashioned Quakers used to 
all a ‘concern’ for the lost. 

George W. Truett, one of the foremost ‘soul- 
vinners of our generation, loved to tell of a 
aithful Sunday School teacher in his church. 
he summoned her pastor into a class-room 
me Sunday. Pointing to her group of boys 
he indicated that every one of them had per- 
onally committed his life to Christ, and 
ought baptism and membership in the church. 
Yr. Truett said that as he looked into the face 
f that humble, faithful Christian worker he 
e-grasped the meaning of the phrase ‘per- 
onal evangelism.” In still another church, 
00 men banded themselves together, and 
vent out in the Name of their Master, to 


m others for Him and His Cause; every-. 


ere they went, to business, service clubs, 


the various social circles, their own homes, 
their close neighbors, they urged the claim of 
the Redeemer and His Cause upon men. The 
result? One hundred new recruits for the 
Master were brought into the Christian fold. 
But is that all? No, for each man felt his 
own spiritual pulse quickened. A man in still 
another church of which the writer knows, 
and who had been used of Christ to win 
others, made this frank admission: ‘I found 
out that I couldn’t share what I didn’t pos- 
sess, so I went deeper.” 
“I love to tell the Story, It did so much for 
me, 
And that is just the reason, I tell it now to 
thee.” 

“Dad,” said a high school boy to his father 
one Sunday, after hearing his pastor preach a 
challenging sermon, ‘Dad, what can we do 
about it?” J suggest that that lad asked the 
all-important question. What can we do, you 
and I? Well, at least several things: 

We can say, with regard to the task of 
Christian sharing and witness, “It’s my_busi- 
ness, too. If I really want America and the 
world brought to the feet of my Master, then 
I shall cease shrugging responsibility from my 
shoulders.” 

The Kingdom of God will not come closer 
by means of merely negative, resistant strate- 
gies. One gets tired of all this talk about 
“defending” the Christian church and heri- 
tage! The fact is, we must re-grasp the inner 
intent and meaning of the Christian Gospel! 
For the Gospel is a radiant, positive, confident 


reaching out to the unsaved and lost, in the | 


mighty Name of Christ. It is divine-human 
initiative in the making of Christian history, 
—a deliberate taking of the battle to the 
stronghold of the enemy,—primarily the spir- 
itual indifference and the moral languor of our 
day,—and asking Him in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, to repent. Only then will this be- 
deviled world and humanity of ours become 
poignantly aware again that God in Christ is 
mighty to save, and that the church called by 
His Name, is His working agency on earth. 
What can I do? I can go to some quiet 
place after this service, kneel down before the 
One who loved and gave Himself for me, and 
pledge my life anew to Him. I can ask Him 
to make the great imperative leap up in my 
heart, as it did in the hearts of Peter and 
John, until I too must say, “I cannot but 
speak the things I have seen and heard.” 


The universe, which is too bgg for any human 
mind to grasp, is made up of things too small for 
any human mind to grasp. ~ 2%: = 


The Editors Columns 


As Usual 


6% \X 7 E have read somewhere,” said Scientist 
Langley, ‘of a race of ephemeral in- 
sects who live but an hour. To those 

who are born in the early morning, the sun- 
rise is the time of youth. They die of old 
age while the sun’s beams are yet gathering 
force, and only their descendants live on to 
mid-day; while it is another race which sees 
the sun’s decline, from that which saw it rise. 
Imagine the sun about to set and the whole 
nation of mites gathered under the shade of 
some mushroom (to them ancient as the sun 
itself) to hear what their wisest philosopher 
had to say of the gloomy prospects. Incred- 
ible as it may seem, he told them that there 
was once a time in the world’s youth when the 
mushroom, itself, was young, but that the sun 
in those early days was in the eastern not the 
western sky. Since then, he explained, the 
eyes of the scientific ephemera had followed it, 
and established by induction from vast ex- 
perience, the great law of Nature, that it 
moved only westward and that in time the sun 
would disappear forever, together with the 
great race of ephemera, for whom it was 
created. What the hearers thought of the 
scientific lecture we are not told, but I’ve 
heard that the sun rose the next day, as 
usual.” 

The brevity of life! 
human ephemera! 
vast experience! 

In the great, overall scheme of things, how 
trivial the denominational mushrooms under 
which we gather, to give ear to our wisest 
pundits, the while Time’s shadows lengthen as 
the Sun moves westward toward our wee hori- 
zons. 

“The night cometh” for us, too, and with it 
Opportunity to think of the Church as “We”, 
rather than They”, or “It”, will be gone, 

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism serves 
well under the mushroom, as a profession, but 
a confused world, confounded by denomina- 
tional divisiveness, would welcome that pro- 
fession in practice. . 

We are not Baptists, nor Lutherans, nor 
Presbyterians, nor Methodists unless we are 
first Christians, for if Christianity doesn’t 
come before denominationalism it doesn’t come 


The pomposity of 
And our inductions from 


b 


ey 


al 
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at all, and our mushroom-sittings are vain 
The Church is of Christ. Denominations are 
of man, and the longer we sit under ou 
varying mushrooms, justifying denominational 
ism by induction from vast experience,—the 
great works of our hands,—the less distinc 
becomes the works of His. 

I presume organization and coherence ar 
essential, and it may be that we function bes 
through denominational channels, but whet 
those channels become so cluttered with lesse: 
crafts as to impede the larger vessel of Chris 
tianity, the stream of salvation becomes as the 
modern Shanghai’s Coochow Creek, fillec 
from shore to shore with denominationa 
sampams bent upon their own individual per 
severance. In their scramble for place the 
navigable stream is closed. ; 

Christianity must be more than a thin film 
on the widening sea of heathendom. It car 
be more, but how hardly, if Christian unity 
receives less studied consideration than de. 
nominational singularity. 


Christian Unity 


HRISTIAN Unity does not require 01 
even ask for uniformity of thought o1 
practice, except the thought of faith ir 

the goodness of God and the practice of right 
living. Every denomination has within its 
own circle more than the traditional ‘57 
varieties” of theological opinion. No religiou: 
leader today could be so naive as to think 
that any denomination has even within it: 
own fold uniformity of theological opinion 
But that fact has not militated against the de 
nominational fellowship. Neither will the 
theological differences militate against _ the 
fellowship of a united Protestantism, for the 
spirit of Jesus Christ in the hearts of His 
followers enables them to rise above theologi 
cal differences into the unity of Christian love 
and setvice. yee 
Christian unity does not seek its goal by 
the process of elimination, but by the proces: 
of assimilation. Christian unity does no 
seek to find the lowest common denominato 
of creedal statement, but instead it seeks the 
highest numerator of Christian thought ane 
expression. Christian unity recognizes the 


—s wit 


ct that there is good: in all denominations 
id that no one denomination has all of the 
ivine truth. If any denomination sincerely 
sels that it has some peculiar asset of faith 
ot known by other denominations, the only 
ay such a denomination can demonstrate its 
hristian sincerity is by seeking to share its 
iperior claim with all denominations, by 
self helping to promote Christian unity. To 
fuse to share or to be unconcerned about 
lating spiritual values, is hardly Christian 
rocedure. 

The sin of exclusive denominationalism too 
mg has forced each group to put its “light 
onder a bushel.’ In the days of men’s ignor- 


ance God winked at this offense against His 
Son and against humanity; but today He calls 
denominations to repent’ of weaknesses occa- 
sioned by divisions, and to show forth the 
spirit of Christian unity as evidence of their 
repentance. 

It is blasphemous for the divided Church 
longer to pray and plead for a United World, 
unless the Church itself is ready to present ‘‘a 
united front’ to the world. Unless all 
Protestant churches set the example of Chris- 
tian unity before the nations of the world, 
they forfeit their right even to ask for or 
talk about a United World—R, C, Helfen- 


stein. 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


‘haplains Memorial Building 


The cover illustration, Chaplains Memorial 
swilding, new headquarters of the General 
ommission on Chaplains, 122 Maryland Ave- 
we, N. E., Washington, D. C., is printed 
hrough the courtesy and cooperation of the 
seneral Commission on Chaplains. 

Offices of the Washington representative 
f the Federal Council of Churches and co- 
perating bodies are also housed here; the 
Aemorial faces the United States Supreme 
fourt Building. 

The building and memorial chapel were 
edicated 12 o'clock noon, November 3, 1948, 
t which time Secretary Forrestal unveiled the 
aque raised in honor of the 134 Protestant 


haplains who gave their lives in World Wars- 


and II. 


Service of Dedication 
—Doxology 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

_ Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
_Lord’s Prayer 

| Scripture 
Historical Statement 


Amen 


_The General Commission on Chaplains, a sig: 
nificant cooperative Protestant agency now frepre- 


senting 46 denominations and religious bodies, was _ 


organized in 1917. Originally serving the Army 
and Navy, it now serves, in addition to all branches 
of the Armed Services, the Veterans Administration. 
dts_functions were extended in 1946 by its agree- 
ment to assume the work of the Service Men’s 
Christian League. It publishes The Chaplain and 
The Link. 


To provide more adequate offices and in recogni- 


tion of the importance of the ministry of chaplains. 


living and dead, the General Commission, with 
funds contributed by denominations, organizations 
and individuals bought, rehabilitated, and furnished 
this attractive and well-located building we dedicate 
today free of debt. The chapel is a specific gift of 
The Presbyterian Church U.S.A. - 


The lounge, the walled-in garden, the Chapel,. 


and the guest rooms are for the use of ‘visitin 
chaplains and churchmen. ‘ 
The Chapel is provided in memory of the 134 
Protestant chaplains who died in the service in 
World War I and World ‘War II. The building is 
indicative of the Commission’s high resolve to 


further as best it can the spiritual ministry of the 


chaplains. = 
Litany of Praise 
For the Church of Jesus Christ, Our Lord: 


We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holj . 


Name. , 3 
For all who have witnessed a courageous con- 


fession of their faith for thy glory and the welfare 
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of the world; the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
the martyrs of our faith; ; 

We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 
Name. 

For all who have labored and suffered for free- 
dom, good government, just laws, and the sanctity 
of the home; and for all who have given their 
lives in the service of their country; 

We Praise Thee, O God, ana Bless Thy Holy 
Name. 

For 
which 
try; 
We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 
Name. : 

For all chaplains who have served thee in a 
spiritual ministry to men in the armed services of 
our country; 

We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 
Name. 

For the chaplains who have made the supreme 
sacrifice for God and country; 

We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 
Name. 

For this building which we dedicate, in thy holy 
name, to the service of all chaplains; 

We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 
Name. 

For this Memorial _Chapel which we dedicate 
to Thee, O God, in memory of the chaplains who 
have given their lives in the service of our country; 


the General Commission on Chaplains in 
Protestantism unites in service to our coun- 


We Praise Thee, O God, and Bless Thy Holy 


Name. 

Unveiling of Tablet 

Prayer of Dedication 

Almighty and ever merciful God, who through 
the centuries hast inspired men to courageous de- 
votion; we bow before Thee in humble thanks- 
giving for the associations of this hour. 

Make this place holy, consecrated by the Christian 
sacrifice of thy servants honored here. May the 
memory of these men give a special sanctity to 
this_altar. Make here thy dwelling place and grant 
that those who worship here may see thy face and 
hear thy voice. 


Grant thy blessing to the General Commission, to - 


the chaplains here assembled, to those at posts of 
duty near and far, and to all who minister to the 
men of the armed forces. Protect, inspite, guide and 
prosper them in their holy tasks. 
- And now, O God, accept this chapel and this 
building as an, offering of our hands and_ hearts, 
dedicated in thy Name to the souls of men, to 
their growth in grace, and to the deepening of their 
usefulness in thy Kingdom. Make this place a 
sanctuary whence the spiritual influence of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, shall radiate to the ends of the 
earth until thy Kingdom shall come and thy will 
be done on earth even as it is in Heaven. 

And to thy Name, Father, Son and Hoy Spirit, 
shall be all the glory, world without end. Amen. 

Benediction Reet oe 


Diamond Jubilee Convention 
National W. C. T. U., 1949 


Announcement of the Diamond Jubilee Con- 
vention, National W. C. T. U., Philadelphia, 
August 16-24, 1949, comes from Pres. Mrs. 
D. Leigh Colvin, and Elizabeth A. Smart, 
_ Corresponding Secretary. Information about 


the program may be secured from Miss Smart 
at National W. C. T. U., 1730 Chicago Ave- 
nue, Evanston, Illinois. 

The need for temperance among our people, 
based on education, can hardly be questioned, 
and many will welcome the opportunity to 
acquaint themselves with the aims, purposes, 
and program of the organizations existing for 
temperance education. 


Camp Leadership 

Camp Leadership Institutes are being organ- 
ized at strategic points throughout the country, 
in the hope of providing wise and constructive 
programs for the hundreds of thousands of 
youngsters who will spend from two weeks to 
a month in summer camps. Potential Camp 
Leaders should be selected with great care, 
and the lecturers and forum leaders at the 
Training Institutes should be selected on the 
basis of training, experience with children, 
character and integrity. 

If your own denominational program pro- 
vides such programs, suggestions and materials 
are available from those sources. Local Boy 
Scout Headquarters, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., 
Boys’ Clubs, Girl Scouts, etc., will join in 
such constructive work. Many capable public 
school teachers, trained in special crafts, and 
accustomed to working with children, will 
welcome the privilege offered through such a 
program. Not only should Christian ministers 
take an active role in organizing such training 
institutes in local communities, and urge par- 
ents to arrange for their children to attend the 
summer camps, but plans should be made for 
active participation in observation of the camp 
programs, to use as a basis for more construc- 
tive programs from year to year, but to tie in 
with community, public school, and Sunday 
School work during the remainder of the year. 


For Mothers’ Day ot 

“Honour Thy Mother,” compiled by Philip 
Henry Lotz and Grace Chapin Autin, pub- 
lished by Abingdon-Cokeshury Press, 47 pages, 
paper cover, 35c a copy, contains Poems, 
Prayers, Readings, and other material for 
building a Mothers’ Day program, or fot 
Mother-Daughter occasions. Ministers will 
use this as a source book for these special occa- 
sions, thus building dignified programs, pro- 
viding inspiration. : : 


Easter Anthems 


J. Fischer & Bros., 119 West 40th Str sc 
New York. N. Y., Publishers of Sacred Musi 


elcome inquiries from Ministers, Organists, 
: Choir Directors, regarding Anthems, 
noruses, etc., especially designed for the 
ister Season. Please inclose stamped, ad- 
essed envelope with your inquiry. 


)00 Years of Christmas 


As preparation for the 1949 Advent-Christ- 
as season, many ministers will welcome Earl 
’. Count’s “4000 Years of Christmas,” 
human, $3.00, especially if they wonder if 
ere is “anything new to say or write about 
bristmas?” One reviewer, Willard Hallam 
onner, says, If you think there isn’t, try 
iswering some of these questions: 

Why do we hang glittering ornaments, 
ghts and fruit on the Christmas tree? 

Why do we have a tree? Why an ever- 
reen ? 

Where did the idea of Santa Claus come 
‘om ? 

Where his rubicund person? 

Why does he live at the North Pole? and 
de the storm? 

The origins and folklore of the colorful ob- 
vance of one of the world’s most primitive 
tuals is delightfully set down here by an 
ithropologist of repute, Prof. Earl W. Count 
f Hamilton College. 

Centuries before Christ was born in Beth- 
hem, the New Year Festivals of many lands 
ad established the twelve days of Christmas, 


right fires, probably the Yule log, merry- - 


aking and clowning, mummer’s who sang 
id played from house to house, and church 
rocessions with lights and song. From the 
agmuk festival of Mesopotamia to the Roman 
aturnalia, from Herod’s slaughter of the in- 
ocents to Woden and St. Nicholas of Myra, 
ie threads and fibres of our brilliant and 
ope-enkindling winter rite have enmeshed 
ve Christian story of the Child, the shep- 


erds, and the star. (Ask your book-dealer.) 


he Greatest Story Ever Told 


Due to cooperation of the cast of per- 
yrmers and everyone connected with the radio 


rogram, ‘“The Greatest Story Ever Told,” re-_. 


srdings of these programs can be obtained 
9r use in local churches by contacting the 
ecording Department, American Broadcast- 
ig Company, Radio City, New York, New 
‘ork. In addition to local use, the recordings 
ake excellent gifts to missionaries in our own 
ission fields, as well as in foreign lands. 


Sound Church Financing 


The following questions and answers on 
“Sound Church Financing’? appeared in Re- 
deemer Record, St. Paul, Minn., November 
14, 1948, and will interest ministers with 
Church Building Programs under way, and 
those who have mortgages with the attendant 
interest payments to meet— 

Question: Is the status of. the average Church 
satisfactory today? 

Answer: Financially, No. Like any home or 
business, the Church is unable to operate on the 
same budget of five or even two years ago. Church 
operating costs are affected by trends just as surely 
as these. With few exceptions, Churches must in- 
crease income to make ends meet or discontinue 
vital extension programs. 

Question: How does 
with National Income? 

Answer: Since World War II began, National 
Income has increased far beyond that of the Church. 
Proportionately . . . one-third more. 

Question: Has Church Income increased through 
added enrollment? 

Answer: Slightly, through population growth and 
a modest increase in the ranks of the churched. 
Further gain in Church Income came instead by the 
average churchman stepping up his gifts nearly one- 
fifth. However, it should be remembered that 
while he increased contributions to Church a matter 
of 20%, National Income (meaning his intake) has 
advanced 60% or at three times that rate. 

Question: Compared with pre-war days, does 
the churchman give a greater or lesser percentage 
of income to Church today? 

Answer: According to most reliable figures, the 
average churchman gave 2% of his income to 
Church before the war. Today he gives slightly 
over 144% .. . the lowest percentage in history. 

Question: Is the present state of Church Finances - 
a by-product of the War? - 

Answer: No. Records show that the average 
churchman gave twice the percentage of his in- 
come a quarter century ago than he does today .. . 
and when the Depression was at its height his per- 
centage to Church was four times what it was in 
1945. a 


Church Income compare 


Quest For Tomorrow 


The third film in the series ‘Eyes of the 
Church” for the Episcopal Church has been 
completed by RKO Pathe, Phillips Brooks 
Nichols, Manager of RKO Pathe’s Commercial 
Film and ‘Television Department has an- 
nounced. It is entitled ‘Quest For Tomor- 
row,” and is designed for use at forum meet- 
ings. 

“Quest For Tomorrow” points out that 
while churches and religions differ, they all 
preach peace—yet fail to guide the world in 
achieving it. The film emphasizes that it ts — 
the duty of men and churches of all faiths to 
make peace a reality rather than a dream. 

Distribution of “Quest For Tomorrow’ is 


being handled by Merriman Holtz, 611 North — poe 


Tellamook Street, Portland 12, Oregon, for 
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the Film Forum Foundation of the Episcopal 
Church. ee ee 


Unto Each A Talent 


Members of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Zumbrota, Minnesota, each received $1.00 in 
September, 1948, from the pastor, Paul L. 
Roth, “to invest and bring in the increase, 
and the January, 1949, bulletin reports “some 
members brought in ten-fold.” 


Greater Use of TV 
By Churches Urged 


Bishop Earl W. Ledden of the Syracuse 
Methodist Conference, addressed the New 
York State Council of Churches at its annual 
meeting in mid-January, and “urged that 
Protestant churches increase and organize their 
use of radio and television.” 


Lenten Sermons 
“The Seven Ways of Sorrow’ containing 15 

Lenten sermons “to assist the preacher in re- 
telling the old, yet ever new, Lenten story,” 
compiled by Alvin E. Wagner and W. G. 
Polack, 115 pp. $1.50, Concordia Publishing 
House, may be secured at your local book 
store. : 
The volume is arranged in two series—the 
first series leads the Lenten reader on an un- 
forgettable spiritual pilgrimage to 

Gethsemane’s Garden | 

Caiphas’ Mansion 

Pilate’s Court 

Herod’s Palace 

Rome’s Tribunal 

Calvary’s Cross 

Joseph’s Tomb 

The second series is “Meditations on Great 

Hymns” for Lent, dear to the hearts of Chris- 
tians, among them 

Rock of Ages 

Just as I Am 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory 


“When Thy Face I See,’ by Armin C. Old- 


sen, containing 12 sermons. “for Lenten, Holy 
Week, and Easter” inspiration, 131 pp., $2.25, 
published by Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., may also 
be secured through your local bookstore. 


Family-Week, May 1-8, 1949 | 
Awards will again be offered this year for 


five radio programs which portray family life 
in America,—contest and awards sponsored by 
‘The Federal Council of Churches, the United 


it is social, intellectural and professional. — “a 


may not be good for nothing. — 


Council of Church Women, the Council of R 
ligious Education; the poll will enlist tho 
sands of Protestants in an educational proje 
to studio programs and to indicate to leade 
of the Radio Industry that is the best in radi 
Radio family programs will be judged c¢ 
the following ten points: 
1. The family is true to life. 
2. Family members treat one another wi 
respect and affection. 
3. Family enjoys working and playing t 
gether. 

4. Family treats courtship, marriage and sé 
reverently. 

5. Family not prejudiced toward other race 
creeds, etc. 

6. Family reflects life of good citizens o 
local and world level. 


7. Family respects religion. 

8. Moral tone of program is Christian. 
9. Humor of program wholesome. 

10. Commercial announcement dignified an 


wholesome. $ 
Here is a project every person in the “radic 
listening’ audience should take part. Forur 
discussions before ‘“‘polls’’ are taken woul 
help in forming conclusions. 


Fellowship Rally Theme: 
Peace 


“The Way of Peace” was chosen as a Fel 
lowship Rally Theme, and five denomination 
were represented on the program, held recent 
ly in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Topics were:— 

1. The Spiritual Basis of Peace. . 


2. Can the Christian Engage in War? 

3. The Christian Way of Dealing Wit 
Russia. ; 

4. Trend Toward Militarism in America. 

5. Universal Military Training and the C. O 

6. World Government. 

Greatness = 


A Great Man is Good! A man must b 
good if he is to be great. Before a man cai 
be professionally great, or intellecturally great 
or politically great—he has to be a great pet 
son. In other words, greatness is moral befor 


.A good man is one who deserves to b 
trusted . . . From a social point of view alor 
Jesus justifies Himself by the production 0 
dependable men and women, folks you ¢ 


~~ 


‘trust. 


‘A Great Man Is Useful! But a gi ; 


Pel 


od for Something. That means he must be 
ful. The test of usefulness is not simply 
carry our own load. We must carry it with 
nargin. Tell me how much you are doing 
fond actually supporting yourself and your 
nily and I will tell you how useful you are. 
A Great Man Has Courage! A man may 
good and he may be useful and have only a 
sent tense. But a great man has, also, a 
ure tense for he has achieved the sense of 
tiny. That means courage! Tell me what 
1 whom you believe in and I will tell you 
ir courage. A little while past I heard: E. 
nley Jones use these words, “I don’t know 
w this old world is coming out but I believe 
it the future belongs to those who belong to 
rise.” 

So let us be great,—great by grace of Jesus 
rist. That means to be good, to be wseful, 
be courageous. ; 

A few “gems” from a Commencement Ad 
dress, delivered at Thiel College, Greenville, 
Pa., by Oscar F. Blackwelder, LL.D. 


aying Church 


“Several weeks ago I heard a woman talk- 
y about her preacher and her Church, and 
re is one of her remarks: 
ve this same preacher for another year we 
t won't play Church!’ J could not help but 
mder if most of us are really just playing 
urch ? 

“The Church is either the most important 
titution in the world today—or it is 
thing; if it is important, we ought not to 
yy at it. At this time, when even the 
entists of the world are begging the Church 
Jesus Christ to deliver them from the 
inkenstein which they have built, it is time 
took stock of ourselves. 

“Here we are, members of the most im- 
rtant institution in the world, the only one 
tt can change or transform human nature; 
bring out the divine in man, instead of the 
man; a God-given foundation and formula 
the progress of mankind,—and we play 
ge! 

“We cannot escape the verdict, that we are 
ying at it, because we do not have, nor are 
-pteparing a prophetic ministry; a ministry 
t dares to speak out the WILL OF GOD 
ardless of consequences as did the prophets 
o made ready the human race for the com- 
- of the Saviour. Instead of directors for 
y-acting in our Churches, there is need for 
non fire with the demands of God to 
ty out HIS plans for mankind. These men 
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‘If we have to 


should thunder the proclamations of a righte- 
ous God without fear or favor! : 

“Perhaps these words taken from the letter 
of a young writer, the late Thomas Wolfe, 
will show how the lust for money, easy living, 
and gadgets, has permeated our lives:— 

“This thing that I had thought naive and 
simple is as old and as evil as Hell; there is a 
spirit of world-old evil that broods about us, 
with the subtle sophistication of Satan! 

“Greed, greed, greed — deliberate, crafty, 
motivated — masking under the guise of civic 
associations for municipal betterment. The dis- 
gusting spectacle of thousands of industrious 
and accomplished liars, engaged in mutual and 
systematic pursuit of their profession, salting 
their editorials and sermons and advertise- 
ments with the religious and philosophic plati- 
tudes of Frank Crane, Edgar Guest, and the 
American Magazines. 

“The standards of national greatness are 
Henry Ford, who made automobiles cheap 
enough for us all, and money, money, money! 
And Thomas A. Edison, who gave us body 
ease and comforts. The knave, the toady, 
the boy-rich flourish. 

“There are three ways and only three to 
gain distinction: (1) money, (2) more 
money, (3) a great deal of money! And the 
manner of getting it is immaterial. (From the 
Nation.)—Rev. Powers McLeod, Pastor of the 
Methodist Church, Grove Hill, Ala., Christian 
Adv. 

x ok Ox 

Rev. McLeod continues to give reasons for 
there being no prophetic ministry today, among 
them low salaries; that of pressure from the 
pew, — people who come to Church to be 
confirmed in ancient prejudices, not to be chal- 
lenged or stirred; people who come to be 
amused or entertained, as evidenced by the 
number of ‘“‘compliments’’ on talks made up of 
humorous anecdotes. 

* Oe Ox 

While this writer agrees with Mr. McLeod’s 

conclusion ‘That We Are Playing Church” in- 


stead of applying the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 


shaping the pattern of Christian living, we 


cannot agree with his reasons for the lack of a _ 


prophetic ministry,—low salaries, pressure 
from the pew, people preferring entertainment 


above challenge. Did not the prophets of old 


wrestle with each and all of these monstrous 
and human traits? What prophet in any age 


found an easy living? What prophet escaped _ 


pressure ‘from. the pew’?~ What prophet 
sought compliments from those he sought to 
challenge? to save? } << 


Further, we. disagree with the conclusion 


that young people are eschewing the Christian 
ministry for the reasons given. We believe 
sincerely and firmly that the reasons given 
above have the same relation to the actual 
and basic reasons, as frosting has to a-cake. 

Actual and underlying reasons for the lack 
of interest in young people regarding religion 
and especially the ministry, can be learned by 
permitting the young people to speak their 
minds on this all-important matter; no, not 
give superficial excuses or reasons in answet 
to casual questioning, but actual reasons, based 
on deeply-rooted convictions. 

How can this be achieved? Assuredly not 
by asking young people to lay themselves open 
to the retribution that would be visited upon 
them, if they appeared to be criticizing existing 
conditions within the Church, including the 
ministry. 

Are we afraid of the truth? about playing 
Church? lf we have fear of the truth, and 
what the reaction will be upon our play-acting 
Churches if brought into the light of day,— 
WHERE lies the remedy? How can we pre- 
pare the soil for growing PROPHETS, who 
will dare to call this nation to repentence ? 


Ministerial Training 


Comments by Rev. Oscar Hyche, Birming- 
ham, Ala., regarding preparation for the Min- 
istry will interest every Expositor reader: 

“Iam 100% for the idea of training min- 
isters. So far as I am concerned, I have not 
had enough training, but I am having a time 
of it to agree with all the proposed plan of 
training one man for rural work, another for 
urban work. 

“Things change, and are likely to change 
more. Thousands are leaving the larger cities, 
to live in small towns and in the country; cities 
and even small towns change. Can the people 


leaving cities digest a country sermon? after _ 


the diet of city theology? I cannot agree that 
we need two gospels, nor with the plan that 
fences a man in or out of the city or country. 

“I am not certain that-a minister needs to 
know how to farm in order to be a successful 
country preacher. The farmer will find it more 
interesting to tell the preacher how to farm 
or garden than to listen to a preacher on farm- 
ing. How many preachers want a layman to 
tell him how to preach? We want experienced 
trained ministers to tell us how to prepare 
and deliver sermons. The government, the 
state, and our educational institutions furnish 


specialists. in agriculture to help the farmer 
with his work. ae; 
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“What did our Saviour do about the fishin 
business? Jesus called Peter to the task ¢ 
catching men and feeding the flock with th 
Bread of Life, and he called James and Joh 
and others from their nets,—He left othets t 
do the fishing. John Wesley said that ‘‘preack 
ers have just one thing to do, that is to preac 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and save men. 

“If I am correct in my observations fc 
many years as a country preacher, I am pret 
much convinced that the good country preach 
is the one who knows his Lord, and can sho 
HIM to those who come to worship; not hor 
to be better farmers, but how to live the lif 
as taught by our Lord. 

—Alabama Christian Advocate. 


Does History Matter? 


‘History, like charity begins at home,” say 
Walter Murdoch in the Melbourne Herald, an 
continues, ‘“There is an old Scotch classic o 
which you may not have heard, though it re 
mains a very entertaining book. It is the titl 
I am concerned with. It is called “Annals of th 
Parish’ Jt seems to me that our reading of hi: 
tory should always start with the annals of th 
patish. ; 

“IT am heartily in agreement with Mary Gi 
more, our honored Australian poetess, in he 
plea for local history. She wants every schoc 
in the land to spend at least one day in the yea 
on the collection of bits of the history of th 
district in which the school is situated. Thi 
seems to me to be the right way to make boy 
and girls take an interest in history; in fact, th 
only way. It is the way we all begin, if we be 
gan at all, to care about the past. 

-“H. G. Wells believes that what we need | 
not the history of our country, but the history o 
the world, with enough knowledge of our ow 
country to see it in perspective, as related to th 
whole. He wrote “The Outline of History.’ 

“Memory is the very foundation of huma 
life. A man who has lost the power of remen 
bering what has happened before has lost th 
power of thinking. In the individual, memor 
is the basis of intelligence; in the nation, it | 
the basis for civilization. Nations who hav 


kept no records of events or achievements hay 
no national heroes, and rank as aborigines; the 


ur local communities, our schools, families, 
nd parishes. I would have every district, every 
wn, and organization in the land collect the 
vaterials for a local history, its own Story of 
chievement, and I would have these stories 
tinted if possible; or at least put into. organ- 
ed, legible, and permanent form, and placed 
1 the local library. 

“There is hardly an inhabited spot on the 
arth which has not legends worth preserving. 
ome of the nations of the earth are only a gen- 
ration or two removed from the pioneering 
ta. Many important legends may be obtained 
rom eye-witnesses, or the sons and daughters 
f eye-witnesses. Older nations lack this ad- 
antage. The beginnings of European nations 
re lost in the blue haze of ant‘quity, while we 
an buttonhole many pioneers, or their near 
escendants, and listen to them spinning their 
arns about the early days. We sould not neg- 
ct the privilege NOW. Our legends are rich in 
agedy, comedy, greed, heroism, squalor, ro- 
vance, poetry and song. Let us see to it that 
nis heritage is not lost to our civilization. 

“Let us encourage our boys and girls to de- 
elop their historic setting. This is not accom- 
lished by assigning memorizing causes of wars, 
he constitution, etc. They must start, not with 
hings remote and abstract and hazy, BUT with 
hings near and clear and definite — things that 
ave happened to people whom they know, in 
laces that they know. Let us start today to 
ollect the data regarding our own families, 
atishes, villages, schools. 


‘aith in Oneself 


Egotism is a good word that has fallen a 
ictim of bad usage. True egotism is a virtue. 
t ceases to be a virtue and becomes a vice 
nly when it shades over into arrogance. A 
ense of one’s own value and ability and per- 
onal rights lies at the base of all morality 
nd achievements. Belief in a certain superior 
uality in one’s personality is essential both to 
is personal success and to his social usefulness. 

The trouble comes when you allow yourself 
) assume that because you are superior, there- 
ore everyone else is inferior. This is arro- 
ance, and arrogance is the destroyer of indi- 
iduals and of races——Kelly O’Neall, Denver 
ost. s 


this One Thing I Do 
-D. L. Moody, the great evangelist, records 
hat on October 8, 1871, he was addressing the 


argest audience he had ever seen in Chicago 


ust after he returned from his first trip abroad. 


wary, 1949 


The text of his sermon was: “What Then 
Shall I Do With Jesus?” He plead with the 
congregation and the people were urged to 
decide what they would do with Jesus. 

At the close of the service, the evangelist 
said: “I want you to take this thought home 
with you—this unanswered question. Next 
Sunday night we will gather here before the 
Cross of Christ and we will answer it.” 

It was just a few hours after this statement 
was made that the whole city of Chicago was 
ablaze and hundreds lost their lives. Twenty- 
two years after that date Moody recalled: “Oh, 
what a mistake I made that night! Never again 
could I meet that congregation of men and 
women. I learned a lesson that night I shall 
never forget. It is my business as a preacher 
of the Gospel to give the invitation and press 
men and women for immediate decision.” 


Direct the Light 


Deut. 6:3-7.. “And thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children.” 

“The chief defect of our education system,” 
according to Dr. Henry Jones Mulford, 81-year 
old Buffalo, N. Y., physician, as set forth in 
the December issue of the magazine ‘‘Hygeia’’, 
is that it “leaves people with the inability to 
think clearly, to follow an idea to its logical 
conclusion.” 

“The child’s questions proceed from an im- 
mature mind illuminated by a new idea. The 
answers to his questions must be given that 


they direct the illumination properly, not befog - 


the light. Parents must teach these lessons in 
their own homes. 

—— ‘How great a responsibility rests upon us in 
molding the men and women of tomorrow! 
Not only must we see to it that our children are 
fitted to withstand the pressure of everyday 
life, but we must see to it also that they’ are 
mentally fit for solving their individual prob- 
lems. The foundations for all this are laid in 
our homes, for the child’s first contacts are 
there. ie 

Dr. Mulford suggests the use of Mother 


Goose rhymes to establish the habit of logical | 


thought, in his lectures to parents and teachers. 
Mother Goose rhymes encourage orderly think- 
ing. Quoting, “Sing a song of sixpence’, he 
points out: ‘‘How can live birds baked in a 
pie come out and sing?” 


their use béth make progress. 


He only is advancing in life whose heart is getting 
softer, whose blood warmer, whose brain quicker, 
whose spirit is entering into living peace; and the 
men who have this life in them are the true lords of 
kings of the earth—John Ruskin. ae 


The question is to 
the child what the cane is to a blind man; with 
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“And Jesus said: ‘Come and follow Me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once 
they left their nets and followed Him.” Mark 
ily =18: 


ITN this statement you have the account of 
[ the calling of the first four Christian dis- 

ciples. ‘Follow Me,” is the summary of 
all Jesus has to say to men; He does not ask 
for patronage, He asks for.surrender; it is a 
demand for personal obedience and personal 
confidence, 

-You will find if you read the New Testa> 
ment that the demands. made by the early 
church on those who heard the Gospel, if 
they were to enter into its blessings, were faith 
and confession—two acts which, together, be- 
come the one act of giving ourselves to Jesus 
Christ. 


Separation 


No calling can be proved without separa- 
tion, the student must separate himself from 
society; the soldier from his home, and one 
object is generally enough for most men. To 
make a higher way of life always means the 
giving up of a lower. God confounds our 
avarice by His generosity, but we still cling to 
all that we can hold; we want to keep in- 
compatible things, to live in self-indulgence, 
yet earn the reputation of being saints; but 
Jesus teaches that our surrenders are no less 
profitable than our seeming gains. So, by 
separation, because of a call, the provincial 
fisherman becomes the Apostle to the world. 


Service 
Christ wanted these fishermen for the task 
that lay before Him. They were to be en- 
trusted with a stupendous crusade. He was 
just moving out from the quiet of Nazareth 
to begin this crusade, He must have others 
to share with, and help Him, “Come and join 


Baptist Church 
Dunnsville, Virginia 
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(THE PULPIT 


~ 


THE BEGINNING 


EDWIN WYLE 


Me,” not necessarily some church with dog 
matism written all over it, but ME, so the 
your boat, or whatever you have, will be sep 
arated for service, so that the loose meshes o 
the nets you may be mending will become 
Gospel of Divine love; your sea of Galile 
is too small, God wants you to widen it int 
a great sea of humanity, fishes must give plac 
to souls, and from the moment these met 
followed Him, they were bigger men, but 1 
seems today that we are teaching that the fol 
lewers of Christ must be smaller, narrower 
imbued with racial and religious prejudices, i 
we are to estimate by what we see. How dif 
ferent with Jesus. History is replete with ex 
amples of Christ making bigger men an 
more serviceable men. Saul the Persecuto 
becomes Paul the Missionary; John Clifford 
the weaver boy becomes the stalwart cham 
pion of religious liberty; and thousands o 
others have found their lives grow and ex 
pand, and like their Master have thrown con 
ventionalities and dogmatics out of the win 
se and as John Wesley said, “Glory be te 
God.” 


Fellowship 


These men did not build themselves, the 
were built by the Master-builder. _The churcl 
was to draw men from evil, they were to catcl 
men, not by trickery, but by presenting eter 
nal truths, and so fit them for useful servic 
and fellowship on earth. I sometimes won 
der what God thinks of the lack of fellow 
ship in our churches. In His fellowship dark 
ened minds are illuminated, weakness ‘passe 
to strength, and all that is little and mean 
and parochial, becomes great and heroic. “Con 
version, like marriage,” says Dr. W. Fullerton 
the great Baptist preacher, “is not a chang 
of one, but a union of two.” A union of two 
and the other is Jesus Christ. What a union 
what a fellowship. Sa 

But then, these men were everyday men 


~ 


ae, 


The Expositor 


Jur Lord did not make up that first church 
ut of rare and elevated natures—men who 
ever, would have doubted, or have flinched 
rom peril. If He had we should have said: 
All this is a beautiful story, full of religious 
oetry, but it doesn’t fit me where I live, it 
annot lay hold of people like me.” - In fact 
esus made up His church with just such peo- 
le as make up His church teday. 

The church has always felt that there is a 
ort of parable in this beautiful scene by the 
ea of Galilee; a picture of something that 
ontinually happens in the spiritual experience 


of men. All Christian life begins with a call, 
an inward restraint, the appearance of Jesus in 
our conscious life, and an impulsion in our 
hearts to rise up and follow Him. The great- 
est hour in life is when the voice of Jesus 
reaches us “‘o’er the tumult of our life’s wild 
restless sea,’ and we respond to that call and 
rise. up and follow Him, 

Rise up and enter into this fellowship. This 
is the message of Jesus on the shore. ‘And 
as He walked on the shore of the lake, Jesus 
said, ‘Come and follow me,’ and. they left 
their nets and followed Him.” 


Or | 


A ROW IN 
THE MEETING HOUSE 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


Luke 4:16. 

YOUNG man preaches his first  ser- 

mon in his home church. The home 

church is the synagogue of Nazareth. 
fhe young man is Jesus, son of Mary. The 
ime is the return of Jesus to the village after 
few months of public ministry in Judea and 
y the Lake of Galilee. 

Nazareth is a small town and therefore vic- 
im of the weaknesses and evils so character- 
stic of small towns everywhere. To the syna- 
ogue go the friends of Mary, and her enemies 
ikewise. The small town is the center of 
ossip and the birthplace of scandal and in- 
rigue. In the places so small that there are no 
vents to discuss, the people discuss folks, 
heir failures and their foibles, for sin is al- 
yays more interesting than goodness, always to 
hose whose minds are evil, and whose desires 
re sinful. If there is much gossip in a larger 
ity it is because the larger city contains so 
yany small-town folks, or folks with small- 
yw minds and hearts and souls. 


Well, Nazareth had an unsavory reputation 


nyhow. The odor which proceeded from 
ae village in which Jesus grew from boy- 
ood to manhood was by no means the odor 
f sanctity. Even good men—men worthy of 
eing called into the apostleship of Jesus— 
rere so fully aware of the evil reputation of 


ne town that they dared speak out openly 


out it. 
Synagogue services in small Galilean vil- 


irst Presbyterian Church 
reenville, South Carolina 


lages of the first century were not particularly 
inspiring. The synagogues which sprung up 
in Palestine after the return of the Jews from 
the Babylonian captivity were faded, faint 
copies of the modern church. There was a 
weekly gathering for worship, a worship con- 
sisting of chanting the psalms, a reading from 
the scroll of the law or of the prophets, and a 
discussion of the portion read by whoever the 
ruler of the synagogue (whose chief duty was _ 
that of teacher in a week-day school-for the 
boys of the village) saw fit to ask to read the 
Jesson. The synagogue had no regular minis- 
ter, one of whose major tasks in a modern 
church is to prepare two interesting and per- 
tinent and helpful sermons every week and to 
deliver them appealingly, inspiringly and elo- 
quently. Even when that sort of a church 
service is attempted today it is not always 
successful. If preachers do not know this, con- 
gregations do! But in the first century syna- 
gogue, it never occurred to people that the 
service ought to be varied or interesting. 

To this Nazareth synagogue comes Jesus, 
the child of the village, the product of its 
school and the companion of its other chil- 
dren, one whose face was well-known to the 
daily throng about the well, and whose voice 
at psalm-singing has been regularly heard in 
the synagogue. os 

For several months Jesus has been away 
from the village. Travellers from down 


Judean way returned with strange tales of the 


activities of this Nazarene. Jesus, they said, 
had become a prophet, and was being followed 
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around the country by a few disciples, Gali- 
leans of course, like the prophets of old, like 
Elijah and Elisha. Jesus had talked so 
strangely that even important folks in Jeru- 
salem had been impressed. They said—but 
of course it could not be true, but even so, 
the fact that they said it was very remarkable 
—they said he had performed a miracle, 
actually like one of God’s anointed in the 
ancient days! 

Now He’s at home again. This morning 
we saw Him with Mary. And He'll be sure 
to come to the synagogue service. He always 
has come; of course He'll come today. And 
if He does, the ruler of the synagogue will, 
out of courtesy, ask Him to read. If Jesus 
takes the scroll, we'll find out what this son 
of the village carpenter has been saying in 
Jerusalem. Yes, I'd better go to the syna- 
gogue myself. I didn’t intend to go. It might 
rain. Weather doesn’t look good. The ser- 
vices last entirely too long anyway. I haven't 
a whole day to give to religion. And: the last 
time I was there they took a special collection, 
and furthermore, I had to sit by a woman I 
hate; but I'll go. If anything happens you 
never can get it straight. I'll go and see 
for myself. 

The one place for divine worship in the 
village is jammed to overflowing. The air is 
almost stifling. The people sit on long, hard 
benches with no supports at the back. The 
door is filled with those standing and there 
are no windows. But an atmosphere of in- 
tense expectancy pervades the congregation. 

The service opens with the ancient response: 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is One!” 
While one of the psalms is being chanted, the 
ruler of the synagogue unlocks the heavy chest 
where are carefully stored the ancient Scrip- 


‘tures, picks therefrom the scroll containing 


the prophecy of Isaiah, walks slowly over to 
Jesus sitting beside Mary, and hands Him the 
book—a clearly understood invitation to lead 
the service. As every eye turns to Jesus the 
psalm chant dies to almost silence. “Will He 
take the book?” Breathless the people wait; 
He holds out His hand and receives it. He 
rises and walks to the desk,-rolling the scroll 
in His steady hands until it seems that He 
will come to its very end. The turning ceases. 
He has found the place He has been seeking. 
The psalm ends. Jesus looks into the faces 
of the people, and the people rise to their 
feet, as is the custom when the book of the 
Lord is read unto them. 

~The voice of Jesus brings them this 
prophecy: 


"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 


Because he hath sent me to preach the gosp 

to the poor; 

He hath sent me to heal the broken-heartec 
To preach deliverance to the captives, 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

The reading over, Jesus returns the scroll t 
the ruler of the synagogue who deposits it 1 
the chest. The congregation sits, as does th 
speaker. It was the day when Nazareth ha 
truth offered it, had light flashed before it 
dimmed eyes, but knew not the greatness © 
the hour. Nations, cities and peoples seldor 
do, until the hour is long past. 

Jesus speaks: ‘This day is this Scriptur 
fulfilled in your ears.” How calming th 
words, how marvellous the sweetness of th 
sound of the gracious words which proceede 
from His lips!) How could this indeed be th 
son of Joseph? 

He continues: “Ye will surely say unto m 


this proverb, ‘Physician heal thyself: whatsc 


ever we have heard done in Capernaum, d 
also here in thy country.’ Verily I say unt 
you, no prophet is accepted in his own cour 
tty A: 

A restlessness begins in the congregatior 
The people move uneasily to and fro. her 
is much mumbling and there are many angr 
looks. Mary feels alone in the center of a 
angry mob. A man cannot come into ou 
synagogue and boast of God’s goodness t 
people beyond our national borders! Hav 
we raised this man to have him turn agains 
us and against our people. Away with hin 
Let’s put an end to this rubbish! 

When the service concludes, the leaders o 
Nazareth surround Jesus, and rudely push Hit 
to the brow of the hill that they might throy 
Him down headlong to death. But somehoy 
He passes from among them and they fin 
themselves jostling each other while the sut 
ject of their wrath escapes to Capernaum, 
city on the northern end of Galilee. 

But the sentences which He read fror 
Isaiah in His own home synagogue, answe 
for all men and for every generation, th 
question as to why He came to earth. 

He came to preach the Gospel to the poor 
He comes to give gladness to poverty-stricke 
bodies and poverty-clothed minds, and ‘pau 
pered souls. The Gospel is today good new 
from heaven to men and women who posses 
little of this world’s good things. It assure 
them a place in the mind of God and bring 
them into the goodly fellowship of a gr 
group where all class lines and material 
tinctions are forever obliterated. _ eae 


de came to heal the broken-hearted and to 
ach deliverance to the captives. The words 
Jesus. continue to set forth upon this blessed 
listry of healing and freedom. 

in breaks hearts, and the Gospel delivers 
se bound by the fetters of sin. The blood 
Jesus is shed for the remission of sin. 
arts and minds and bodies are freed from 
ir bondage when the Spirit, of Jesus comes. 
e Gospel proclaims truth, and when men 
eive truth they are free indeed. 


He comes to bring life. He comes that 
men might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 

He comes to heal, to cleanse, to bring peace 
and power; and yet the little village of Naza- 
reth let Him leave. More than that, they 
tried to slay Him for the proclamation of this 
eternal Gospel. Thus do communities and 
men in blindness and ignorance miss the day 
of glory. The saddest words of tongue and 
pen are these: “It might have been!” 
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THE CROSS REMAINS 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY, D.D. 


Text: “For I determined not to know any- 
ng among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him 
cified.”’ I Corinthians 2:2. 


N one of his delightful essays, F. W. 
Boreham tells of an incident in the life of 
Matthew Arnold. While visiting some 
atives the great literary man and critic went 
heat Ian MacLaren preach. The minister’s 
ject was, “The Shadow of the Cross.” 
iting the sermon Dr. Watson referred to 
earthquake on the Riviera and the wreck 
a church, where the building was a total 
ss save the chancel in which was the cross. 
nold referred to the sermon, when he went 
me, and to the illustration, and made this 
mment, “Yes, the cross remains, and in the 
aits of the soul makes its ancient appeal.” 
In one of the pictures of a devastated city 
Europe was the wreckage of a church, and 
2 only thing which still remained intact was 
cross on which hung a crucifix. Amid the 
solation and wreckage the cross alone re- 
lined. It is suggestive. 

The Cross of Christ is the symbol of Chris- 
nity. It is central in the Gospels because it 
stesents the atoning sacrifice of our Lord 
r the sin of the race. Originally a symbol 
shame and disgrace, it has now become the 
iblem of grace and love. Such a fact im- 
led the Apostle to declare, “For I deter- 
ned not to know anything among you, save 
sus Christ, and him crucified.” 

Why has the Cross burned itself into the 
ty heart of the race? It is nothing less 
an a miracle, that the Cross once despised, 
now become the mark of Christian faith. 
- fact alone would call for earnest study. 
fore Easter comes the Cross. In the very 
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nature of the case that is true. Before the 
spring comes the winter with its ice and snow. 
There ate certain aspects of the Cross that 
abide with us amid all the changes of life. 


The Historic Fact of the Cross 


Certain truths stand out in connection with 
the Cross of Christ Much discussion has gone 
on concerning the meaning of the Cross. Too 
often the arguments as to its meaning have 
obscured the fact of the Cross. It stands in 
the forefront of the New Testament. All 
students of the Scriptures can see that there is 
just one Cross. Surely it was never meant to 
be a puzzle, a baffling, hopeless mystery. 
Theories of the atonement have not exhausted 
the meaning of the Cross. 

Recount some of the references that are 
given concerning the fact of the Cross. Cen- 
turies before Jesus came Isaiah peered into the 
future and glimpsed the coming of the suffer- 
ing Servant of God. Historically we are re- 
minded of man’s attitude toward the Saviour. 
“They took counsel against him, how they 
might destroy him.” ‘‘Ye asked for a mur- 
derer to be granted to you, and killed the 
Prince of life.” ‘‘God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

To His inner circle Jesus revealed His 
Messiahship and also His sufferings. It was 
easy for Peter, James and John to envision the 
Master leading forces against the Roman Em- 
pire, but hard for them to see that Jesus must 
suffer and die. The disciples could speak _ 
glibly about positions and power in a tem- — 
poral government, but it was very hard for — 
them to realize that position and power must 


be paid for, and this was especially true in the 
spiritual realm. 

An all too common error is to speak of the 
Cross as the supreme example of heroic sacri- 
fice. Rousseau, the Frenchman, could pay 
such a tribute, “Socrates died like a philoso- 
pher, but Jesus Christ like a God.” Every 
thoughtful student of the New Testament 1s 
satisfied that the suffering of Jesus on the 
Cross was more than the demonstration of a 
strong man. Back of the Cross there is the 
eternal question, Why? All the answer has 
not been given, but we do know that He 
was suffering, the righteous for the un- 
righteous. Some one has significantly  re- 
marked that of all the men who have ever 
lived or thought about the Cross, Barabbas 
had the clearest idea of its meaning. It is in 
some such fashion that we begin to understand 
the Cross when we can say, “He suffered for 


” 


me. 


“T sometimes think about the Cross, 
And shut my eyes, and try to see 
The cruel nails and crown of thorns, 
And Jesus, crucified for me. 


But even could I see Him die, 

I could but see a little part 

Of that great love, which like a fire, 
Is always burning in His heart. 


The Cross Revealed in Life 


The frequent taunt is made that Christian- 
ity has not yet conquered the world. It did 
not conquer the first century, but Paul stood 
out as a living example of the power of the 
Cross to change an arch enemy into a disciple. 
As a result of his experience Jesus Christ and 

the Cross became the center and circumference 
of his living. 

Sin is still the ugly fact that greets life at 
every turn of the road. -Selfishness enslaves 
men, but the Cross of Christ frees men from 
the domination of evil. The sense of sin is 
often lacking, its enormity forgotten, but at 
the mention of the Cross comes the power for 
souls that “are dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Compared with the power of the Cross every 

yy. other religion pales. Buddhism has given to 
aes the world a characteristic- symbol, a figure 
Ke seated aloof, remote, detached from the welter 
of: life, absorbed in serene and passionless con- 
templation. It has been in existence longer 
than Christianity, but has been powerless to 
redeem men from sin. 

* Yes, the Cross remains. Let us recount, 
and this should be a frequent experience for 
Christians, the indelible marks of the Cross 
on life. The vandals would have an insur- 
mountable task to tear the Cross from life. 
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The Cross is woven into the warp and w 
of life. It remains in art, architecture, mu 
‘and literature. It was said, “Cursed is eve 
one that hangeth on a Cross?” That was | 
alone the estimate of the Jew, it was © 
thought of the Roman. Yet, for two th 
sand years the mightiest thinkers in art, arc 
tecture, music and literature have done th 
best to spread the story of the Cross. 

When Jesus was crucified the meaning 
the Cross was changed. Some one has no 
that the Cross in art took its place under 1 
skillful hands of Raphael and Coreggio, 
gelo and Tissot, Hoffman and Hunt, a 
scores of others. In music we have Hande 
Messiah, Bach's Mass in B Minor, Mozat 
Requiem, and Schubert's Benedictus. We con 
count the masterpieces of literature that st 
of the Cross: Tennyson’s In Memoria 
Masefield’s Everlasting Mercy, Milton’s Sont 
on His Blindness, Lanier’s Ballad of the Tr 
and the Master. 


The Cross Abides in Human Experience 


If it is impossible to erase the Cross fre 
life, it is no less impossible to wrest it fre 
human experience. All along the centur 
men have concurred with Paul, ‘““God fork 
that I should glory, save in the Cross of 
Lord Jesus Christ.” As one faces the Cre 
of Christ in sincerity, sin is forgiven. T 
old life disappears, a new life opens. By w 
of the Cross we. come to faith in the Pers 
of Christ. At the Cross we see the futil 
of sin and man’s need for forgiveness. F 
our help in this experience comes the word 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim. As he came to the top 
the hill the Cross blocked his way. B 
surveying the Cross his burden rolled awz 
Christian said, “He hath given me rest 
His sorrow, and life by His death.” 

Insofar as a new life is concerned, it 
found alone in Christ who is “the way, t 
truth, and the life.” Saul Kane, the char: 
ter in John Masefield’s great poem, The Eve 
lasting Mercy, is testimony to this fact. TI 
is the way he expressed it, 


“The bolted door had broken in, 

I knew that I had done with sin, 

I knew that Christshad given me birth 

To brother all the souls of earth, ; 
And every bird and every beast i ud 
Should share the crumbs broke at the: feast.” 


Can we visualize what would happen in t 
lives of nations should they actually consid 
the power of the Cross? Nations have 1 
“jected the Cross, vainly believing that th 
can work out their own destinies apart | ‘r 
Christian faith. The world’ finds itself aga 


i Cross. There are those who wag their 
s confused and baffled by such a display 
leroic power. Others are indifferent to 
“ross. Still others are so calloused by the 
realities of life that they gamble in the 
presence of the Cross. 

tt us never forget, however, that there are 
others whose hopes find a resting place 
sus. They know what the prophet meant 
1 he wrote, ‘But he was wounded for our 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
the chastisement of our peace was upon 
and with his stripes we are healed.” 


“O Cross that littest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from thee: 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be.” 
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ing Zeppelins 


ou younger folks hardly remember the 
e, cigar-shaped Zeppelin airships which 
| to sail back and forth across the Atlantic 
n. Instead of being round like an ordi- 
- balloon they were built over very light 
al frames in the shape of a banana, with 
e passenger carrying cabins built in. Big 
line engines furnished the power for their 
sellers, and the airships were filled with 
to lift them. 

- used to be a thrilling sight to see one of 
e big things sailing along through the 
s overhead, but they were dangerous, for 
gas was inflammable and they were hard 
ontrol in a wind. We had some here in 
country, but they all came to disastrous 
s when they were overtaken by storms too 
ng for them to navigate in. 


ut there was one thing about most of those 


airships, especially the earlier ones that 
e made. People who went up in them 
e not allowed to smoke or to drink intox1- 
ag liquors. 

Ine of the commanders of the big ships 
that they always ate a hearty meal before 
, started on a trip, but once they were in 
air they had only hot coffee from thermos 
les 


-, it was too dangerous to have fires in 


K stoves or to use cigarettes or cigars, and 


ere was no smoking or cooking. And be- 
e the huge ships were so hard to control, 
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Reaching Your Goal 


in the air, with so much explosive gas 


he crew members had to have clear minds . 
ptf 2 


and cool, steady nerves, so there was no room 
up there for heads which were reeling and 
nerves which were deadened by liquor, 

And it is just the same on the ground as 
well as up in a Zeppelin. Going through life 
safely calls for clear heads and steady nerves, 
so you make the best sort of Captains of your 
ships, when you deny yourself any stimulant 
which interferes with your keeping on the 
straight and safe path. 


Colored Glass Windows 


Once there was a lad about the age of some 
of you, who had become fascinated by the 
work of an artist making a colored window 
for a cathedral. The artist would take a piece 
of red glass, cut it to shape and set it in place. 
Then he'd take a piece of blue glass and set 
that. So he worked at his masterpiece and 
as the boy watched intently, he would reach 
down and pick up the little chipped pieces of 
colored glass that were cast aside as waste by 
the artist. 

When the boy reached home that night, he 
began putting the tiny pieces of glass to- 
gether to make a little window all his own. 
He worked on it for many, many evenings, 
but in the daytime he would sit by the hour 
watching the window being made by the 
artist, as it meared completion. Then he 
would pick up the waste glass and go home 
to work some more on his. 

We aren't told how long it took the boy to 
make his window, but we are told that when 
it was completed, it was a beautiful picture 
of an angel he had dreamed of once and 
never forgotten, and so fine a job did he do 
that his fame as a maker of colored windows 
went throughout many lands. 

Now, we are not stained glass window art- 
ists, and yet, day by day we are adding little 
tiny bits of color to what, some day will be 
the picture of a saint and of a sinner. If you 
do as the lad did, and return day after day 
to see just how the great Master did it, then 
go to your work determined to do it as He 
did it, you will have the picture of an angel 
when you have completed your colored glass 
window. 


Frederick Douglass was an outstanding 
United States citizen. He was a presidential 
elector, a United States Marshal, and for years 
a noted United States diplomat. See 

One day, not long before he died, he was — 
called upon to talk to the student body of a 
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school for colored young people, and he told 
them this story. 

“T once knew a little colored boy whose 
parents, both of them, died when he was six 
years old,” he told them. ‘He was a slave, 
alone, and had no one at all to care for him. 
He had no bed, but slept on the dirt floor of a 
miserable little hovel, and in the cold weather 
he tried to keep warm at night by crawling 
head first into a meal bag, leaving his feet 
out so he could put them in the ashes in the 
fireplace to keep them warm. Many times all 
he had to eat was an ear of corn he would 
roast in a little fire, and many times he would 
crawl under barns to hunt for eggs which he 
would also roast and eat. This little fellow 
did not wear pants as you do, but only a 
tow-linen shirt. Schools were unknown to 
him, and he learned to spell from an old 
Webster’s Spelling Book, and to read and 
write from posters on cellar and barn doors. 

But in spite of this that little colored fellow 
grew up and became prominent in govern- 
mental circles. He could then afford fine 
broadcloth clothes and didn’t have to live on 
roasted corn and eggs he had found. That 
boy was Frederick Douglass. What was pos- 
sible for me is possible for you.” 

And right there is one of the big, import- 
ant truths of life. What one can do, another 
can do if he wants to, and if he works for its 
accomplishment. The trouble with many, so 
far as making a spiritual success of their life 
lies in the fact that they don’t try hard enough. 
You can never reach your goal unless you 
work for it. 


“Crackpots” on the Radio 


“Best tool for the Church to use in laying 
foundations of national and international jus- 
tice is the radio,” according to Federal Com- 
munications Commissioner, Clifford J. Durr, 


at the Workshop for Religious Radio at the~ 


University of Chicago. 

“Religion should speak over the radio on 
the major issues of the day,’ he told minis- 
_ ters attending the sessions, “and responsible 
leaders should get into the field as broadcast 
licensees, assuming responsibility for program- 
ming. Theological seminaries can buy chan- 
nels set aside for education stations, and 
churches can apply for stations in commercial 
bands. 

“Religious groups should recognize the far 
greater importance of getting the right things 


on the air than of keeping the wrong things 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


In America, Child Is Educated; 

In Russia, He’s Trained 

Prov. 22:6. “Train up a child in the way 
should go...” 

Matt. 19:14. “But Jesus said, Suffer little ch 
dren and forbid them not, to come m 
me, for of such is the kingdom of beaver 
Mark 10:14. 

“Give us the child for eight years,” wr 
Lenin, founder of the Communist Governme 
in Russia, ‘‘and it will be a Bolshevik f 
ever.” 

“Our teachers must write new school te 
books and rewrite history from the Marx1 
viewpoint,” said William Z. Foster, head 
the Communist party in the U. S. A. 

These are quotations from the pamphl 
“Communism and Education,” issued by t 
House Committee on Un-American Activiti 
Washington, D. C., and available to any ci 


zen. 


Pages of Life 


Job 34:21-24. “For his eyes are upon 1 
ways of man, and he seeth all his going. 
“For days and days she has been throwi 

away the dear, wonderful rubbish of my lk 

with ruthless hands,” wrote Hall. Boyle, 

Newspaper Columnist this week, regardi 

the activities of a new, efficient — secreta 

“Every last handful takes something out of 1 

heart. I stand at the water cooler and wat 

her; I have to, as there is no place to : 
as my secretary has my chair, too. 

“T used to know where everything w 
now I know where nothing is. I have trad 
the organized chaos I knew for a confus 
order I can’t understand. 

“Laurie, the secretary, will soon have t 
desk whipped, and says, ‘Then you can tu 
over a clean new leaf.’ a 

“How can I tell her I quit looking f 
bright mew pages years ago? I have felt f 
sometime it is better to live the pages as li 
itself turns them—good or bad, old or new 


There Was a View = 
Eccl. 6:12. “Who knoweth what is good { 
man in this life?” ee 
_W. Somerset Maugham is a man of 
self-discipline, who permits nothing to 
_fere with his rigid work schedule. — 


a 
if 


rning after breakfast, without fail, he re- 
s to his study for a three-hour session at 
writing desk. 

Jne afternoon, in his villa in Southern 
nce, he was visited by a friend. As the 
. entered the study, the visitor remarked: 
aa something been changed in this 
m : 

Changed?” said the novelist. 

‘Yes,’’ said the other. “If memory serves 
_ there was a window over here the last 
e I was in this room. It afforded an ex- 
ent view of the Mediterranean.” 

‘Oh that,” laughed Maugham. “Yes, there 
) a window, as you say. The view was so 
utiful I couldn’t get any work done. So 
ad it bricked up.’—Famous Fables, by E. 
Edgar. 


ings and Money Not the Answer 


tt. 13: 44-58. “The kingdom of heaven is 
ike unto a treasure hid in a field .. .” 

tt. 28:15. “So they took the money, and 
lid as they were taught.” 


Litizens of this nation have been informed 
ough press and radio repeatedly in the last 
y years of persoms of great wealth demon- 
ting the meaninglessness of possessions, 
hout aim, purpose, and a sense of mission 
life on the part of the possessor. Some had 
intained as many as six fully furnished and 
vant-staffed houses which had not been occu- 
d by the owners for many years. This in 
face of the greatest housing shortage this 
ion has known. 

Dthers are reported to have scattered their 
ids and checks about in unprotected and 
yccupied, run-down places, not bothering to 
yosit checks for rent collections. Others are 
orted as developing obsessions which led 
m to barricade themselves in their decaying 
nes, amid heaps of debris, until neighbor- 
zens complained to authorities, or death 
ealed the evidence of physical and spiritual 
ay. Money not employed for the good of 
nkind, through work, wages, shelter and 
d, is evidence of economic decay. 

Now, we have the spectacle of a little girl 
ting to Santa Claus, as reported in the press: 
nta, I have so many toys I don’t know what 
do, so please take some of them away.” 
yuld we, as parents, take a cue from this, and 
e our children fewer toys (things), but 
sh them what to do with those they have. 
ry not let them have the joy and training 
doing “the giving instead of receiving” by 
scting their gifts to orphans, | underpriv- 
ed, or waifs in war-ravaged lands? A child 
bruary, 
eee us 
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Bell Music on High 
at New 
Low Cost 
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Many steps ahead 
in musical quality—priced 
many dollars less than similar 
instruments. One compact unit 
reproduces perfectly, from the 
tower, the organ’s voice—the 
brilliant harmonics of CARIL- 
LONIC BELLS — or the beauty 


of sacred record music. A self- 


contained program clock allows 
musical programs to sound out 
over any period of day or week, 
automatically. Manual opera- 
tion available also. 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
Dept. E-91 
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SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, Inc, 


learning the joy of giving, not out of the 
plenty supplied by misguided parents, but 
from their own resources, has learned one of 
the basic joys of living, which means dovng. 
(John 15:12:2. “Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit, he taketh away.” )—Davvd 
James, Exchange. 


Ill Winds 

Jer. 40:1-4. “And now, bebold, I loose thee 
this day from the chains which were upon 
thine hand.” 

Joel 2:18-27. “And I will restore to you the 
years that the locust that eaten.” 

Like hundreds of thousands in the first great 
war, and the recent one, a young man came 
home to Dallas, Texas, almost totally deaf, and 
like the other partially disabled service-men, 
and the hundreds of thousands of partially 
handicapped civilians, he did the best he could 
in the face of his handicap. He became a 
salesman for a printing firm, and was doing 
all right, but he wanted to do better, he wanted 
to overcome his handicap, and be its master. 
In his search to overcome the troublesome 
mechanical parts of the “hearing aid”, he con- 
ceived the idea of concealing the batteries and 
working parts in his clothing. He designed an 
undershirt to carry the parts, and later gave 
some 50 of these to his handicapped friends, 
many of different design, in order to learn 
which served best. Irving Pierce finally came 
up with an undergarment minus snaps, buckles, 
metal of any kind, and easily washed. A 
demonstration to the V. B. in Washington won 
approval, and a manufacturer of hearing aids 
asked for the rights to manufacture the “handi- 
capped veterans’ asset” which is destined to 
“blow good” to hundreds of thousands. 


Statesman Grateful to the One 
Who Sang for His Mother 
(Gen. 27:1. “His mother.’”’) 
__ In “Lord Riddell’s Diary” we read of the 
_ feeling of gratitude preserved -by Mr. Lloyd 
_ George for years towards an Eisteddfod singer 
who once sang to his mother, when she had 


“Quick, men, scramble over my 


serves as architect, carpenter, judge Or Wor 
gang foreman. Once, when a native Clerk ¢ 
fused to help haul logs, explaining that | 
was an intellectual, log-toting Dr. Schweitz 
called out: “You're lucky! I wanted to be 
intellectual, too, but I didn’t succeed.” 
—The Reader's Digest. 


The Fellowship of Human Suffering 

If we would know Christ in the service ¥ 
do, we must enter with Him into the felloy 
ship of human suffering. 

Dr. Schweitzer, in his hospital work | 
Africa, knows this. His healing work is 
means of fellowship with Christ in the su 
ferings of the Afmcans. Describing a typic 
incident, he says: 

“The operation is finished, and in the hard! 
lighted dormitory I watch for the man’s awal 
ening. Scarcely has he recovered consciou 
ness when he stares about him and ejaculat 
again and again. ‘I've no more pain! Hi 
hands feel for mine and will not let it ge 
Then I begin to tell him and the others i 
the room that it is the Lord Jesus who ha 
told the doctor and his wife to come to th 
Ogowe. The African sun is shinin 7 
the coffee bushes into the dark ; bat we 
black and white, sit side by side and feel thi 
we know by ience the meaning of th 
words, “And all ye are brethren.’ "—Dr. Jame 
Reid in “The British Weekly.” ; 


The Length of a Man 

In a book some fifty years old or so, I ha 
been reading of a night when the Sailor 
Home in Liverpool caught fire, and peopl 


came from far and near to see if 


render any help. There were men in 
story crying for help, all 


his hands on dc sealer aii 


Bec hers aels 
al wete Saved, and then 
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long way, for the saving of men, to ¢ 

) the peace that passeth mnacrsandcing 
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~p Hopeful—Don’t Quit 

ib 11-1S8a “And LPO {Pail De €tHuré, O€ 

¢ there 1s hope 
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the rejoicing of the hope frm to the 


ay be near when it seems alas; You, too, Can Experience 


ick to the fight when you're hardest hit 


when things seem worst that you mustn't quit , T 
—Arthur $. Lewis, “Christian Evangelist’ HIS PRESENCE 


You can make this Lenten and 
Faster season a time of spiritual 
advance for yourself and for your 


e 
No man or woman is ever used by God to 
| up His Kingdom who has lost hope. 


sever I have found 2 worker in God's loved ones. You can give Easter a 
yard who has lost hope, 1 have found a meaning that will go with you 
of woman not very useful. It is very im- | throughout life. 

int to have hope in God's work; and it | 

e work of the Holy Spirit to impart hope. Alone, or within your family circle, 
im Come into some of the churches, where give some time each day to Bible 


: have not been any conversions for a2 few 
, and let him convert a score of people, 
see how hopeful the Church becomes. 


| reading, prayer and meditation. 
Holy Spirit imparts hope.” 
: 


THE UPPER ROOM, the world’s 
most widely used devotional 
guide, will help you. 


Get a copy of the March-April 


—Duight L. Moody. 


e issue, which includes the whole 
» hope for 2 thing is to be uncertain as Lenten season. Use it each day in | 
s attainment, according to men’s reason- company with thousands the _ 


aes 2 bore aoe are ee 3 ees world over. Make this Easter 
Scriptures do not use the word hope in important! 


way; hope simply refers to the future, 
t the uncertain; hope in the Scriptures Published Bi-monthly. Individual 


pre than a wish or desire; it is the well- subscriptions, two years to one 
aded expectation a g ? address or two one-year subscrip- 
ms of i | something tions, $1.00. Ten or more copies 

—Christian Evangelist. of one issue to one address, 5 cents 
aa MR . Distributed in 50,000 


copy 4 
eee Order from Ate 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 Grend Ave. Nashville 4, Tenn. 7 


interest or the economic motive which decides 
the issue; it is ideals of justice and liberty 
and a feeling for God working in human 
beings. 

“The election of November 2 was to a 
degree such a crisis, and the critical issue was 
the spiritual one I have described.”’—Charles 
P. Taft, president of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ, in an address before the 
75th anniversary meeting of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 


A Colonial “Fly-Chaser” 


“In Williamsburg, Virginia, that center of 
Colonial traditions, visited each year by mil- 
lions of persons,” writes Earl L. Douglass, in 
“Strength for the Day’, “one sees among other 
things a reclining chair with a fly-chaser sus- 
pended above it. We can picture the pioneer- 
settler of 300 years ago reclining in this chair 
and with his hoot working the device above 
his head to shoo the flies away. 

“The idea never scemed to occur to anyone 
in those days to weave a screen to keep the 
flies out of the house.” (We might add, nor a 
Spray to keep flies from multiplying) 

“This reminds us of the poem wherein we 
are told of the community which was diligent 
to maintain an ambulance at the foot of a 
high cliff in order to cate for victims who fell 
over. When someone suggested putting a fence 
around the top of the cliff, the idea was met 
with scorn and derision, the argument being— 

Why should people of sense 
Stop to put up a fence, 
With an ambulance down in the valley? 

“We believe today that the time and place 
to stop an evil is at its source.” 


Troublesome Conscience 


Isa. 25:9-12. “He shall bring down their pride 
together with the Spoils.” 


Press and radio news items are frequently 

highlighted with stories of the payment of 
“conscience money’’ to welfare funds, revenue 
bureaus, and churches. The following letter, 
addressed to Dorothy Dix, should point a 
- moral— 
“Some 20 years ago my wife's brother died 
-and my wife and I cheated her sister, the only 
other heir to the estate, out of some $40,000. 
The sister now is old and has very little money. 
She was kind to us when we had nothing, pro- 
viding food for us and our five children. 

“Now my health is failing rapidly and I am 
becoming a nervous wreck worrying over the 


estimates in The American Magazine, 


matter, for I am conscience-stricken and unab 
to sleep at night. Can you advise me what | 
do in order to secure peace of mind?’ —L. J. ( 

Reply: ‘The only way that you can possib 
atone for your crime is by returning the mone 
you stole. There can be no solace for you % 
long as you have a guilty conscience. 


Power Without Scruples 
Eccl, 8:1-11. “There is no discharge in th 
war.” 
Psalm 34:1-19. “Lord delivered me from a 
my fears. 
I Cor. 10:21-26. “The earth is the Lord's.” 
It is true of the paradoxes of our times thi 
modern society needs to fear little except mat 
and what is worse, it needs to fear only th 
educated men. The most serious crimes con 
mitted against society are crimes committed b 
educated men and _ technically competer 
people. If education is to be the instrument c¢ 
our improvement, it should be constantly awar 
of its mission. (Education and training entail 
a sense of mission and responsibility ) —Rober 
H. Jackson, in “Education Digest.” 


Veteran Jacob Deshazer. Taking 
Bible to Japs He Bombed 


A bombardier who took part in the Doolittl 
raid on Tokyo, Jacob Deshazer, 35, is reporte 
on his way back to Japan, this time wit 
brotherly love in his heart. Mr. Deshazer sai 
before leaving Salem, Oregon, on Decembe 
15, that he found his future in a Japanes 
prison camp, that of a Missionary of the Fre 
Methodist Church in Japan. 

He is quoted as saying, before his departur 
from San Francisco, that ‘““when he flew wit 
Gen. Doolittle on the first raid over Tokye 
his heart was filled with bitter hatred for th 
Japanese people.” His plane crashed in enem 


country, and he was one of four men to sul 


vive capture and prison. “My captors finall 
gave me a Bible, and I began to wonder wh: 
made me hate the Japanese and why the 
hated me,” and on returning to this country h 
began training for his return as a missionary 
so “he could do some good to those people.” » 
_ Out of the Soviet Union’s 180,000,000 popul: 
tion the Communist party has a membership c 
only 6,000,000 and altogether, Alexander Kerensk 


not mor 
than 20,000,000 Russians are loyal to the Re 


party. 


The applause of man is fleeting; pleasure of. 
. this world more fleeting still, 


till Have My Head” 


5:17. “Despise not thou the chastening 
the Almighty.” , 
m7. 2:19. "The foundation of God 
mdeth sure... the Lord knoweth them 
at are his.” 

ve got my head left,” said Robert Cogdell 
ck of Shelby, Miss., when the doctors told 
he would be an invalid from arthritis and 
tes. So crippled that he cannot turn in 
Bullock has become successful in business. 
> had always liked to make things—model 
anes, toys, etc., and one day he set about 
ng something special for a 4-year-old girl's 
day; he took some pecans, pipe cleaners, 
picks and acorns, and fashioned a doll, 
the little girl was delighted. So. were her 
ds. Orders came in for more dolls, and 
ded-ridden invalid put his imagination to 
» making dolls to represent the people who 
| around him—a preacher in his pulpit, a 
nfield worker eating watermelon, figures 
img various musical instruments, and as the 
; grew, he made whole orchestras. Shops 
n to order them, and one senator ordered 
) give away to other senators, and Bullock, 
“his head left’? and using that head, has 
m into a business success.—E/mer Wheeler, 
Business Success.” 


idicapped, He Helps Others 


21:4. “He asked life of thee, and thou 
west it him...” 

asco D. Hale, once a four-letter athlete, is 
1. He is partially deaf. He wears an ugly, 
useful hook where his right hand ought to 
and he has only a thumb left on his other 
i. But there is a broad grin on his face, 
with good reason. He has a master’s degree 
lucation from Boston university. 
lowing an accidental explosion in an 
7 camp four years ago, the young lieutenant 
srwent three tedious and painful years of 
italization and rehabilitation. Even more 
was the experience of applying at eight 
ges before he could find one that would 
um in. Finally, Boston university's school 
ducation said: ‘Come along. We'll see 
t we can do.” 
uring a trial semester he had to prove that 
was capable of learning without taking 
s, reading Braille or using an outline. He 
a recording and transcribing mechanism 
special readers from the university's student 
7, His marks were all “A” and “B.” And 
he goes out with training that has pre- 
d him to work with handicapped people-— 
stian Adv. 
‘ 
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1949, Our Challenge 

Unlike the blest who filled their time 
And now repose in peace sublime, 
We are vouchsafed another year, 
Wherein to serve life’s purpose here; 
Another year—perhaps not long, 

For hazards round our living throng. 
A year—who knows how many more, 
Until we reach time’s closing door. 


Then let this year be worthiest 

Of all life’s given interest, 

And cherished with serene regard, 

And faith and hope turned heavenward, 
And love inspired unselfishly 

To help hearts beat more happily. 

Of years so far, make this the best, 
And, to Life’s Author, leave the rest. 


He Believed 

Psa. 107:2. ‘Let the redeemed of the Lord 
Say 50.” 

Matt. 16:13. “Whom do men say that I, the 
Son of man, am?” 

Mark 8:29. “But whom say ye that I am? 
And Peter answereth and saith unto him, 
Thou art the Christ.” 

Acts 26:27-28. “I know that thou believest.” 
John Timothy Stone, for many years Presi- 

dent of McCormick Theological Seminary in 

Chicago, tells of a brilliant and famous at- 

torney who attended regularly the Sunday 

morning worship service where he (John 

Timothy Stone) was pastor and preacher. The 

attorney made no effort to affiliate with the 

church, so the preacher said to him, ‘““Why 

do you come? You don't believe what I 
reach?” 

“But you do,” said the brilliant attorney, 
“and if I continue to come, maybe some day 
I will be given the grace to believe what you 
believe.” And he did continue to come, and 
did declare his faith in what the preacher be- 
lieved, and continued to preach—B. Gibson 
Lewis. 


World Divided Between 
Two Armies 


It was on May 5, 1818, when a Jewish 
mother, living on the banks of the Rhine, 
gave birth to a son who was later to be known 
to all generations as Karl Marx. As he grew 
up he saw a great deal of brutality, injustice 
and bad treatment which man gave to his 
__* fellow man. He concluded there was no 
_» God and that religion is a fraud. He had 
_ no use for love and believed only in force to 


destroy the economic order which he he 
responsible for all the evils. 

Eighteen hundred and twenty-two years f 
fore Karl Marx was born, another Jewi 
mother in the little hill-town of Judea, ga 
birth to a baby boy—and this son of t 
Virgin Mother was called Jesus. As he gre 
up he also saw the brutality which man _pé 
petrated against his fellow man. But he kne 
there was a God. He knew that human il 
did not arise from economic inequality of lif 
but that they arose out of the deeper roc 
of sin and out of revolt against Almighty Go 
He knew the human heart could never | 
overcome by force. He knew that there w 
only one power on earth which could chan; 
the human heart and will, and that was tl 
power of love, which is creative and n 
destructive. He loved man with an infini 
love. He lived life in perfect obedience — 
the will of God. Then he walked “the la 
mile’ to the place called Golgotha where ] 
gave himself up as the atoning sacrifice fi 
the sin of the world. 

Today those two sons of Jewish mothe 
stand opposite each other and the hums 
family is divided into two parts .. . eith 
behind the son born to the Jewish mother ¢ 
the banks of the Rhine, or behind the Sc 
born to the Jewish mother in Bethlehem. 

Which of these two sons is going to w: 
the battle in the hearts and minds of tl 
great unnumbered masses of people today: 

Are we, our children and our children 
children, and all the people in the world g 
ing to have the Christian way of life that h: 
done so much for us, or are they going | 
have the other way of life that knows no Go 
knows no love, but knows only agonies, bi 
terness, the “‘liquidation’” of all who disagr 
with the doctrines of Karl Marx? ' 

We are not going to win against Karl Ma: 
by stockpiles of atom bombs and other m 
chinery of destruction. 

We can win as the early Christians won | 
their day, by the power of faith in Go 
obedience to His Word even at the cost ¢ 
life itself, preaching the truth as it is | 
Jesus Christ with equal and greater zeal th: 
that of the Communists, consolidating o1 
strength and backing our Leader, proving | 
our everyday business, social, family and ind 
vidual lives that Christ's Way is infinitely be 
ter than the way of Karl Marx.—From ¢ 
address by Dr. O. A. Geisman, December 
1948, before a meeting of the Lutheran Me 


~of America, as reported in “Epiphany Call 


“Si 


What of the poor, middle-aged mother, without 
smart young daughter to guide her? 


BOOKS 


TO SPEAK. By John Dixon. 
lon-Cokesbury. 249 pp. $2.75. 


is a delightful and entertaining book. 
ced speaker will find it interesting, although 
rritten primarily with the inexperienced speaker 
nd. It is the author’s conviction that “every- 
r can attain sincerity, directness, simplicity, un- 
ndableness.*. . . Anyone can learn how to over- 
stage-fright and _ self-consciousness, how to use 
advantageously, how to speak extemporaneously, 


The ex- 
it 


o gain a good working vocabulary with its ac- 
nhying correct pronunciation, how to make agree- 
and effective use of the voice, how to avoid 


ony and poor audience-speaker connection, how 
nemnber what he has to say, and in general how 
nduct himself when facing an audience.” The 
r covers all of these subjects and many more. 

; book is well written and detailed in its in- 
tion. It made more readable by numerous 
‘d cartoons. For all of these reasons it would 
an excellent text book for a short course in 
; speaking. Because of its directness and _ inter- 
- content it will be read from cover to cover by 
ie interested jin public speaking. 

n Dixon is known throughout Wisconsin as the 
of state teachers and administrators. He has 
t public speaking and served as educational ad- 
trator for many years throughout the state.— 
dith J. Sprunger. 


is 


GOD BE GOD. By Philip S. Watson. 
snberg Press. 203 pp. $1.50. 


» author undertakes in this volume “An Inter- 
tion of the Theology of Martin Luther.” It is 
y in a peculiar sense for him to do this, be- 
being a Methodist he thus fulfills a debt of long 
ing which Methodism, since the days of John 
ay, owes to the German Reformer. It was while 
sy was listening to the reading of Luther’s 
ce to the Epistle of Paul to the Romans in the 

prayer meeting in Aldersgate Street on May 
738 that he “felt his heart strangely warmed, and 
1e did trust in Christ and in Christ alone for his 


tion.” That was the beginning of the Wesleyan 
ment out of which worldwide Methodism came 
being. In profounder manner than is evident 


in this brief episode, Methodism is indebted to 
orthright Jeader of the German Reformation, and 
well that Professor Watson has taken the pains 
‘ing Martin Luther alive to our hurried and so- 
cated generation, including a large number of 
edists and possibly also a few from the other 
ninations! 
2 book is divided into five parts, Luther as a 
jogian, The Motif of Luther’s Thought, The Reve- 
1 of God, The Theology of the Cross, and the 
‘ine of the Word. Each major section is carefully 
‘zed and considered with ample reference to and 
‘s from Luther’s writings. The result is a thought- 
king series of chapters rich in content and fresh 
insight. To the questing mind the author pro- 
outreach and renewed conviction. To the stu- 
of historic movements and Protestant thinking, 
ffers a stimulating and authoritative interpreta- 
Every preacher and earnest layman will want 
s-think his faith by reading and pondering the 
; of this thoughtful book.—John W. McKelvey. 


Announcing 


Four NEw Books 


for PASTOR 
and 


TEACHER 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME 


By Miles W. Smith. A scholarly study of the 
Book of Acts set forth in narrative form. Here 
is a book that awakens new interest in the 
amazing events that accompanied the begin- 
nings of the Christian church. Arranged 
not only for general reading but as a text 
and reference as well. $2.50 


_ UNDERSTANDING ADULTS 


By Donald R. Gorham, For those attempting 
to lead or teach a group of adults, this book 
provides an understanding of the major areas 
in which people differ. The author success- 
fully combines the principles of Christian 
teaching with those of modern psychology in 
a clear style. . Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $2.00 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD 


By John Henry Strong. With a scholarly 
approach the author discusses the most 
important theme known to man—personal 
experience with Christ. He speaks plainly 
of mountain-top experiences that leave no 
uncertainty. A book for those confused about 
the world of today. . . . $2.00 


WE WORSHIP TOGETHER 


By Mary Grace Martin. Fresh, original 
material for building children’s worship ser- 
vices. Opens with a discussion of the many 
elements and problems to be handled in pre- 
paring such services. Contains a complete 
worship service for every Sunday in the year 
with songs, stories, etc. Pan $2.25 
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LINCOLN AND THE PREACHERS 
By Edgar DeWitt Jones. Harper. 203 pp. $2.50. 

The minister emeritus of Central Woodward Chris- 
tian Church in Detroit, a student of Lincoln for years, 
has written a book unique in the annals of Lin- 
colniana. 

-Appendix I lis 
priests and rabbis. 
in the Lincoln saga. 


in the book. y 
Opening chapters tell of some of the pioneer preach- 


ers Lincoln knew in the Indiana years. During the 
Springfield days Lincoln was on sufficiently intimate 
terms with one of the ministers there to address him 
in a letter as “Dear Hewett.” He was the Rey. 
Josephus Hewett, who organized the First Christian 
Church (Disciples) in Springfield. 

When the Lincolns went to Washington, D. C., they 
became pewholders in the New York Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, of which the Rev. Phineas D. Gurley, 
D.D., was pastor. Dr. Gurley was the President’s 
counselor and confidant. Next to Dr. Gurley, Bishop 
Simpson of the Methodist Church was the most inti- 
mate of Lincoln’s ministerial friends during the war 


ts the names of eighty some preachers, 
All, in one way or another, appear 
Many of them get further notice 


years. 
The names of Lincoln and Henry Ward Beecher are 


linked because of the funeral oration that Beecher de- 
livered nine days after Lincoln’s passing. This he 
preached in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., on 
“The Effect of the Death of Lincoln.” The majestic 
climax of this oration is reproduced on pages 96 and 
97. In Appendix II is Beecher’s sermon, preached in 
Plymouth Church, Sunday morning, February 26, 1860, 
and heard by Lincoln, who occupied pew No. 89. This 
was the occasion of his Cooper Union speech. 

All preachers should be especially interested in 
Chapter XII, ‘“‘The Speech of Lincoln.” 

In Chapter XIII, “Lincoln and Religion,” the author 
lets Lincoln speak for himself. ‘‘He was greatly and 
grandly, yet withal simply, a Christian in love and 
tenderness,” Dr. Jones concludes. ‘His Christianity 
was unique, non-sectarian, and undenominational.” 

The three final chapters: ‘‘Lincoln’s Preacher 
Stories,” “Lincoln in Stained Glass,” and “A Preacher 
Looks at Lincoln,’ round out this labor of love.— 
Paul R. Kirts. 


EXPOSITORY NOTES ON THE GOSPEL OF 
MATTHEW. By H. A. Ironside. Loizeaux Bros. 
407 pp. $3.50. 

Having examined several volumes of expository 
notes on various books of the New Testament by Dr. 
Ironside, I believe this to be one of his best. He has 
now completed the New Testament. It is not critical, 


but in several places the author admits results of _ 


modern research. The text is expository and devo- 
tional, and as such it should serve a useful purpose. 

For eighteen years Dr. Ironside was pastor of 
Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, retiring last Octo- 
ber. This volume seems to record his leisure and 
more time for concentration. As always his Christian 
spirit breathes on every page.—W. R. Siegart. 


JONATHAN FISHER. By Mary Ellen Chase. 
Macmillan. 280 pp. $4.00. 


The combination of first-rate literary genius and 
ecclesiastical subject-matter is rare. These are com- 
bined beautifully in Miss Chase’s latest book. — 

Jonathan Fisher served as a Congregational minister 
in Blue Hills, Maine, from 1794 to 1887. As such, his 
career was filled with local significance in his own day. 
_ It is scarcely to be said that he ever would have been 
a major figure, save that now, by recovering him from 


relative obscurity, Miss Chase has given him a certa 
belated immortality. 

The pastor was a unique individual. Miss Cha 
calls him a sort of Leonardo da Vinci “of his oy 
time and place.” He combined many talents. 1] 
was adept mechanically, he knew how to farm, 
tried his hand at prose and poetry, his theologic 
investigations were meritorious. 

In his thought-world he shared the puritanical ide 
of the gentlemen of the church of his era. But |] 
thinking reached out beyond the locale in which | 
worked to embrace the thought-currents of the wid 
world as well. 

This book is based on materials collected by M 
Chase and neighbors in Blue Hills, where she su 
mers. Pastor Fisher, who was called ‘‘Father’”’ by } 
parishioners, kept all his life-extensive journals whi 
he wrote in a secret code. He left the clue to t 
deciphering of the code behind him. It has tak 
years of devoted labor to translate the code-writin 
into English! - 

This book should be read widely. It is hoped th 
through it many secular readers will be intreduc 
to the fascinating mine which religious personali 
represents for the alert student.—Kendig Brubak 
Cully, Ph.D. 


x 


THOUGHTS OF GOD. Edited by Edith Frances Welk 
and Aimee Angus Barber. Harpers. $2.00. 

This is a well-edited book of devotional materia 
rich in value for. homes where growing children a 
found. The book will not only be welcomed | 
Christian parents, but also by Christian teachers 
the Primary, Junior and Intermediate Departments 
the Church School. There has long been a great ne 
for just such a book as this. One can scarcely co 
ceive how a better selection of materials could — 
made or how a more effective job of marshaling t 
materials in book formation could be possible to me 
the needs of those desiring to help childhood a1 
youth worship God understandingly.—Roy C. Helfe 
stein. 


AS THE LIGHTNING FLASHES. 
By Frank Wilson Price. John Knox Press. 205 pp. $2.5 


This valiant and -prophetic little book is the pu 
lication of the 1948 series of the James Sprunt le 
tures at Union Theological Seminary. The auth 
has aimed at a “reinterpretation of the missiona 
purpose and program in the light of swiftly changii 
world events and the new era of history upon whi 
we are entering.”’ The author goes far beyond t 
conventional concepts of the missionary enterpri 
concerning himself with the world situation of orga 
ized Christianity. The book is highly worth readii 
for this discriminating world picture alone. 

The book reveals broad scholarship, penetrating i 
sight, and a radiant faith. It is written for tho 
who have the courage “to grapple idealistically ar 
realistically with the tremendous issues that confro 
civilization and world Christianity.” The minister w 
receive much from its vigorous, vital message. It is 
book to be recommended to discriminating layme 
particularly those in the upper educational brackets 

Dr. Frank W. Price is a missionary of the Presb 
terian Church in China. Both his D.D. and Ph.D. d 
grees were taken at Yale. He ‘taught for a tine 


Hangchow Christian University and for eighteen yea 
was. a professor in Nanking Theological Seminary, 
present he is Secretary of the Church of Christ 
China.—Meredith J. Sprunger. oes 
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HOW TO THINK CREATIVELY 
Eliot D. Hutchinson 


This analysis of crea- 
live thinking offers 
techniques and _yal- 
uable assistance adapt- 
able to each individ- 
ual’s particular needs. 
‘Through examination 
of the thought proc- 
esses of outstanding 
men, the author shows 
how each of us can use 
these methods to ex- 
pand our abilities. $2.75 


HUMOR, and WISDOM 
Leewin B. Williams 


A superb collection of 
more than 4100 choice 
morsels of wit, indis- 
pensable for all public 
speakers—to win and 
hold an audience, add 
zest and sparkle to a 
speech or illustrate a 
truth. Stories that will 
provoke hearty, whole- 
some laughter. $4.95 


ENCYCLOPEDIA of WIi, 


HOW TO SPEAK--- 


HERE, THERE, 
AND ON THE AIR! 
John Dixon 
A guide for all speak- § : ym 
ers—the trained as & 
well as the inexperi- x 
enced —on_ preparing ‘“ 
and delivering an ef- eae THEA 
any type of address, < cee aS ‘ | 
any audience or any : Wor 
occasion. Delightfully y 
illustrated by Julian : 
Brazelton. 
2.75 
_ (Please add sales tax if 
it applies in your state.) 


fective speech. The 
$2.75 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


principles and sugges- 
tions are adaptable to 
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'" SERMON NOTES ON THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
Rey. W. P. Van Wyk. Baker Book House. 
pp. $1.25. 


fhe fifteen sermon outlines in this little book by 
; late pastor of the Eastern Avenue Christian Re- 
med Church of Grand Rapids, are in similar pattern 
the outlines already published in eight other vol- 
es. Each outline embraces at least four pages. 
e divisions are clear, Scriptural and practical. The 
look is rather theological, for the main doctrines 
» emphasized definitely and positively. The texts 
- largely from .the New Testament, passages which 
licate the eternal and spiritual meaning of the ten 
nmandments. Readers who have been helped by the 
er books by this author will eagerly appreciate the 
sent volume.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


NSCIOUS CLAY. By William Allison Shimer. 
‘ibner’s. 199 pp. $2.50. 


fhe author of this book is writing to men and 
men who desire to think through a philosophy of 
» Jt should be catalogued as a book in the 
losophy of religion. As such it has very real value 
a day when the philosophy of religion has been 
newhat put into the shadows by a resurgence of in- 
est in “straight’’ theology. 

‘he writer is well equipped to state his case. He 
ds his graduate degrees from Harvard University 
1 has taught philosophy at Ohio State University 
i the University of Hawaii. For a brief time he 
ved as president of Marietta College, and he for- 
rly edited “The American Scholar,” the publication 
Phi Beta Kappa. 7 
What Dr. Shimer attempts here is a synthesis of 
nce, philosophy and religion. Some non-orthodox 
ologians would say that it is neither science, 
losophy, nor, certainly, religion. However the book 
approached, it will repay the reader by giving him 


ebruary, 1949 


‘ee ¥ 
ay 


an interesting slant on present-day intellectual prob- 
lems and the possible answers which can come through 
careful thinking and awareness. 

He discusses a wide variety of subjects, thus giving 
a slightly diffused general impression. Here are ref- 
erences in more or less detail to sex, love and mar- 
riage, the purposes of education, worship, psychology, 
mysticism, telepathy, spiritualism, immortality, and so 
on. But his purpose-is to help the reader develop a 
philosophy of life which will be creative in its  es- 
sence and purpose. 

One senses, as he reads, that here is a teacher 
sharing lofty inquiry with his students. It is reward- 
ing to sit under a good teacher for two hundred 
pages, and to let him raise further questions in one’s 
mind. One suspects that that is what the author 
hoped to do.—Kendig Brubaker Cully, Ph.D. 


POWER FOR ACTION. By William A. Spurrier. 
Scribner’s. 191 pp., bibliography and index. 

How can we live the Christian life in the modern 
day? In a complex civilization, beset by trials and 
troubles on every side, modern man is pulled by many 
forces. We have labor, economic, capital, political, 
racial, war and peace problems complicated by an 
international situation the like of which the world has 
never seen. eg 

Dr. Spurrier does not give us a full treatise on 
Christian ethics; instead he calls it just an introduc- 
tion. But it is a work well worth~—the attention of 
everybody interested in living-the Christian life. His 
discussion of war and peace, alone, is worth the book. 
Nor does he forget the individual in his relationships 
on earth. His beginning is in the basic principles of 
the New Testament and the demands of Jesus. He 
makes this point: ‘The crucial point, according to 
Jesus, is not our ignorance or our lack of ideals, but 
our selfish, sinful characters. We do not do good be- 
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cause we do not have the power to do it. Therefore, 
the problem of ethics is not so much what ideals and 
rules we establish, as to how to find the power to do 
and to be geod.” “In modern language, sin is the 
belief and attitude which says that man is self- 
sufficient.”’ 

He would say that we have ideals, aspirations, 
knowledge and facts enough upon which to build a 
better life and a better world, but we lack the power 
which comes from surrender to God. Man is not self- 
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sufficient as he may think, nor is he able to ach 
better things without God’s power. 

This book should receive wide reading and 
cussion. It is one of the clearest expositions of 
subject to come from the press in recent yeat 
W. R. Siegart. 


LINCOLN AND THE BIBLE. By Clarence E. Macart 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 96 pp. $1.25. 

Dr. Macartney is at his best in producing this 1i 
volume, How he ever crowded so much informat 
which every minister should know, into 96 pages ji 
mystery. The author presents items about Linc 
which, though one read volumes he might not find, : 
though he travelled widely seeking, he might not lez 
Without a doubt, this fine volume will provide insp 
tion for countless Lincoln Anniversary sermons.—R, 
Helfenstein. 


JESUS, SON OF MAN. By George S. Duncan. 
Macmillan, N. Y. 284 pp. and index. $3.50. 


There have been many interpretations of Jesus, so 
swinging to extremes, each depending upon the authc 
point of view. In the light of modern critical schol] 
ship it has remained for someone well versed in all t 
has been learned to present an interpretation of Je 
with religious insight and warm devotional feeling. T) 
Dr. Duncan has done in this book. 

He takes the position that a portrait of Jesus m 
include what He thought of Himself, what His discip 
thought of Him, and as the early Church develory 
their ideas about Him. The author’s position is mod 
ate, and in large measure is a confession of 
religious faith. 

His point of departure is God and man. God is 1 
Father; man is made in the image of God and so is 
child of God. Man finds— his highest fulfillment 
obeying God and living His life. 

To follow Jesus is to follow Him on the way to Gt 
At the center of all God’s purpose is the redemption 
man. The first book of the Bible tells us that God ma 
man in His image. The last Book of the Bible tells 
about a new heayen and a new earth, with God in t 
midst of a redeemed people: And the Gospels tell 
how these people are redeemed through Him who 
called the Son of Man. 

While Jesus called His disciples to a life of con: 
crated action, He had a work to perform in them befo 
He could accomplish a work by and through them. ~* 
is also essential to see that His whole ministry, His li 
as well as His death, was directed. towards bringi: 
men home to the Father.” Men are brought to recogni 
their own need of forgiveness, and with it a deep 


~experience of the love of God shown through His + 


deeming mercy. Bringing God's love to bear on hum: 
need broke the old law, thus making Paul say that mz 
died to the law that he might live to God. 3 

This quotation is significant: ‘‘The Church for whit 
He gave His life is a Fellowship filled with the Spir 
of God: but it is also true that the Fellowship whic 
God ordains is one which the life of man on ear’ 
should find its perfect self-expression.” ! 

The author is principal of St. Mary's College in tl 
University of St. Andrew, Scotland. Most of the boc 
was delivered as lectures almost twelve years ago, int 
the war delayed publication, ; 

This is an inspiring book, filled with fresh insights, 
deep devotion to the Christ and the abiding presence ¢ 
the Spirit in the hearts of men, Were all men to hay 
Dr. Duncan’s realization of God’s presence and tt 
power of the Holy Spirit the Kingdom of God woul 


‘come to fruition —W. R, Siegart. 


lid-\Veele Suggestions 


This We Do 


Mrgan: “‘Tannhauser's Pilgrimage’ —W ag- 


all to Worship: “Seek ye the Lord while 
may be found; call ye upon Him while 
is near. 

lymn: “Rock of Ages...” 

alm: 18, responsively, 

tymn: “The King of Love, My Shepherd 


cripture: Acts 26:9-31, 
lymn: “O God of Truth.” 


leditation: “Almost thou .persuadest me to be a 
istian.”” 

rederick the Great at one time issued invitations 
is staff of generals to attend a celebration, and 
invitation was declined by the most courageous 
his staff members, because “he planned to at- 
a worship and communion service the follow- 
morning.” When present the next time at the 
] table, the king and his guests began to jest 
tding the general’s religious scruples, and few 
Id have dared to take exception to the king’s 
y, since it might have cost both office and life. 
aged general arose, saying ‘‘there is a greater 


ON UNIFORM LESSONS 


Join the thousands of teachers and 
leaders of Seniors, young people and 
adults, and consecrated Bible students 
already using the STANDARD BIBLE 
TEACHER AND LEADER . . This big 
96-page de luxe quarterly on Uniform 
Lessons offers 7 full pages of inyaluable 
help on every week’s lesson. Price, 
only 30c. per quarter. 


Free sample of this teacher’s quarterly, or 
any other Standard true-to-the-Bible lesson 
literature, sent on request. . . . State name 
of school and department in which interested. 


g than Frederick, whom I never allow anyone 
nsult in my presence.” The guests were aston- 


The Standard Publishing Co. 
20 E. Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


d, but Frederick, instead of getting angry at the 
ke, arose and grasped the hand of the aged 
‘ral and expressed his regret that he could not 
sve so strongly or confess a faith so cour- 
sly. 

ike Frederick, we can all read the Bible, but we 
| more than knowledge of what the Bible says; 
need to accept it, believe it, and DO IT. Earl 
glass tells us that “Examining our appointment 
cs, and our check books will tell us in plain 
understandable terms whether we take our Bible 
ings to heart, and do what it teaches.” 

OW, as we set out upon the highway of a new 
is a good time for us to check our appoint- 
t books for last year. Let us see what we did 
our evenings, as preparation to attend a wor- 
and communion service in the House of God, 
let us resolve that this year we shall devote 


Lenten season, a training period for the Chris-_ 


heart and spirit as we accompany the Lord, to 
\ing to do what we profess to believe. Let us 
resolve that our faith and works need to be 
ed up with our pocketbooks. We must be 
ards all the way, not one-third of the way, or 
thirds of the way, but all the way. 


lymn; “Just as I Am...” 
eading: “When He Tries the Hearts of 
Y’—John Oxenham. 


; gold is refined in the furnace, 

. He refines the hearts of men, 

1e purge of the flame doth rid them of shame, 
Then He tries the hearts of men. 

better than gold, yea, than much fine gold, 
hen He tries the hearts of men, 

-e Faith, and Hope and Truth, and Love, 
ad the Wisdom that cometh from above, 
Then He tries the hearts of men. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


22 RIVER ST., 
TROY, N.Y. 


BELLS 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale. 


E+ R * MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13,18I]. New York 18,N.Y. 


Used Religious 
s¥ Book Catalog Ready 
Write Today! 


00 
—at 
\ ——l 1019 WEALTHY’ ST,,S.E. 
( GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


ULPIT Tu RE 


F UT STINCTION 


| Communion Tables -Pulpits - Chairs 


a 


Altars - Lecterns - Baptismal Fonts 


4 
a | 
Send for Illustrated Catalogues 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. C SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


CHOIR VESTMENTS 


CLERICAL SUITS 
CASSOCKS ... SURPLICES 
STOLES 
RABATS - RABAT VESTS 
COLLARS 
BLACK CLERICAL SHIRTS 


CHURCH HANGINGS 


ALTAR LINENS 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 
562 Fifth Ave., New York 19, N. Y. 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD Co. 
New London. Ohio = 


Bright Through Use 


“It is dreadfully tarnished,” remarked a 
woman, showing a massive piece of family sil- 
ver, “I can’t keep it bright unless I use it.” 
That is just as true of faith as it is of silver. 
Faith tucked away in a closet of the soul, only 
brought out for showing, will need the same 
apology; it will be tarnished also. Only use 
will keep it bright—Baptist Overver. 


Page 82 


Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King, F 
us Thy Name to Sing.” 

Prayer: (Especially for a faith that 
permit us to do the words of God, ra 
than to read and speak and hear them.) 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
mighty.” 

Benediction. 

Organ: “Sacred March’’—Mackin-Beyer, 


II. Thy People Shall Be Willing 
in the Day of Thy Power 


Organ: ‘Elevation’ —Guilmant. 

Invocation: “I will praise thee, O L 
among the people:-and I will sing praises t 
thee among the nations . . . Psa. 108:3-5. 

Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honour. 

Psalm: 107, responsively. 

Hymn: “Teach Me, My God and King. 


Scripture: Jer. 49:1-11, Acts 25:1 
26:1-8. 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk W 
Thee.” 

Meditation: As far back as history of mai 


known, there is expression of belief in a cre: 
divine ruler and guide, and life after the phy: 
body has ceased its functions. Today, the hear 
the great throbbing world, lost in its own mir 
of power, wealth, success, technical inventi 
pleasures, is tuning in on the teachings of t 
who have known through the numberless centt 
that Almighty God created all things known 
man,—thus the heart of the great throbbing w 
hopes to overcome its fears of that which met 
their folly have used to their own ends, ins 
of to the good of mankind, and the everlas 
glory of God. 

There are those in every walk of life, f 
earliest history of man, who have own 
“voice’ of God, and many among them have sor 
to make known to the world of men that which 
given to them to teach,—but few listen, and 
fewer can understand, and believe. In Psalm 
we have a picture of a brief span of history, 
what transpires in the lives of those who “k 
the voice of their God, and yield their heart: 
Him.” Those children of men in the world to 
numbed by fear of what men have brought 1 
themselves, (read here~Psalm 107:26-28) will 
perience the same reward if they turn their he 
unto Him, “even they shall understand the lov 
kindness of the Lord.” - 

Hymn: “Ride On! Ride on in Majest 

Reader: ‘Victory’ —George Croly. 

“I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 

No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

No angel visitant, no opening skies; 

But take the dimness of my soul away.” 

Hymn: “He Leadeth Me.” 

_ Prayer: (Especially for grace to await the ¢ 
ing of the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to 
meaning of God’s love and power in the live 


his creatures). 


Hymn: “Draw Thou My Soul, O Chr 
Benediction. 


Organ: “Festival in F’—Gaul. 


The Exposi 
co Ne wae tae Shree 


I. Clear Sky Ahead 


Organ: “Contemplation” —Saint-Saens. 
Invocation: ‘Make a joyful noise unto God, 
| ye lands; sing forth the honour of His 
ume, Make His praise glorious.” 

Hymn: “The King of Love My Shepherd 


Psalm: 116, responsively. 

Hymn: “Draw Thou My Soul, O Christ.” 
Scripture: Isaiah 24:1-23; Matt. 26:26-32: 
ike 24:36-50. 

Hymn: “Come, Ye Faithful.” 


Meditation: In all the lessons studied today, we find 
e same thread of thought, God's yearning love for 
an; man’s waywardness and unwillingness to be 
und by love; and God's forgiveness of those who 
ten, and turn their minds and hearts to things of 
sting good. ; 
God promises life to his creatures, IF they will 
cept it. 

Every spokesman for the Creator repeats and re- 
ats and emphasizes that man’s ills are rooted in his 
sobendience to God's will; he promises forgiveness 
r those who will abandon their sinful lives, and 
pent of their wrongdoing; and as a climax to the 
ming of Jesus “to show us the Father,” he promises 
e Holy Spirit to lead us in the way we should go. 
It does not require great wisdom to know that 
son these promises, and our acceptance of them, 
ill the world be held together. Men of faith and 
llowship, sharing their living-working faith with all 
ho will hear, are the “stars in today’s firmament’ 
id those of us who lift our eyes sufficiently to see 
ove the grime, the selfishness, the bars, the prisons, 
e folly of power and hate, will catch the gleam 
his love there, and will be able to light our small 
ndles, as we enter a new day.—Harrison. | 
Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King... 
Reader: ‘Resolve’ —Gilman. 


y Resolve 

To keep my health! 

To do my work! 

To live! 

To see to it I grow and gain and give! 

Never to look behind me for an hour! 

To wait in weakness and to walk in power. 
But always fronting onward toward the light; 
Always, and always facing toward the right, 
Robbed, starved, defeated, fallen, wide astray— 
On with what strength I have 

Back to the Way! 


Hymn: “Jesus, My Truth, My Way.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘Festal March”—Kroeger. 


loria Connolly of Milford, Conn. 


Gloria Connolly, student at Schauffler Col-- 


ge, Milford, Conn., although an honor stu- 
nt throughout her school days. received her 
eatest tribute as an individual, when she was 
ected by her fellow students as “Queen .of 
e May Festival,” an honor never before be- 
wed upon a Negro girl at Schauffler. 20% 
the students at Schauffler are reported to 
Negroes. ; 
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Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohi. 


1 “gizert ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced. Write for 
y& catalogue C-17 (choir robes) ; J-17 
(junior choir) ; P-17 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK 
117N.Wacker 1000N. Market 466 Fifth Ave. 


Dept. E 


BE BOS EF S 


For Missionary and Special Offerings 
These boxes are so constructed that 
the money cannot be removed with- 
\ out destroying the box. 


EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 
Mfrs. of Folding Paper Boxes 
of all kinds 


25 N. Sixth St., Philadelphia 


Sample of various styles sent on 
receipt of 25 cents upon request. 
Catalog Free. 


Metal ENVELOPE HOL 


A serviceable combination 
envelope holder that will 

harmonize with most church 

pews. Black and gold poly- 

chrome, takes 234-inch en- 

velope. 


$20.00 rer nunonen 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


Dept. 418 —1703 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA 
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BRONZED COPPER 


CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
AND BULLETIN BOARD LETTERS 
<> 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL &GIFT PLATES 


W L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc 


52 LAFAYETTE ST. Mrrs., Est. 1914 NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful f 
work, pleasingly low prices. | 
Catalog, samples on request. / 
State your needs, name of 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
me & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
"’ Greenville, Illinois. 


Church Tindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass i 

Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations @ 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 

\), 1837 Marking 112 years of service 


to the church and clergy # 1949 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


Ww "” Individual 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

ur communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- | 
hogany, oak or walnut in a 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request ; 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y 


Agreement is impossible where both sides grab 
for the same dollar. 
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Beliefs Make Us Strong 
(From page 52) 


ine disease.” The conclusion of psychol 
is that hate produces hypertension and 
cteates a poise of mind and body, so t 
one’s best self has the chance to be express 

Jesus came to men proclaiming the love 
God. Wherever He went He declared 
and in Gethsemane, before Pilate, and on C 
vary’s hill He became the personification of 
On the cross He let His love so shine bef 
men that as man beholds it he is reminded 
his Father who is in heaven. The centur 
have verified the realization of Jesus that Ic 
is the mightiest power in the world, 


— III — 

These two foundational beliefs gave Jes 
strength to live and die, and lead men it 
the regenerating presence of the Father. 1] 
came to minister, to show men the way to s 
vation, and He did so with the loving hea 
The ages have verified that God and love z 
basic in the universe. To possess His spi 
is to form an invincible alliance with real: 
so that we are like a rock that is impregnak 
against the storms and vicissitudes of life. 

These realities can give us the strength 1 
need. Within us is energy to achieve th 
only love can release. Your automobile do 
not create the power that makes it go, it 1 
leases the power that is potentially in the gas 
line. When Jesus touches our lives He 1 
leases the power within us. He transforms 
so it can be used for constructive purpose 
We can face any situation because there 
constantly being released within us the nece 
sary strength. 

As the Saviour walked the road to Calva 
He was in the hands of the loving Fathe 
On Calvary’s brow His words of love, lil 
an eternal light, break through the darkne 
of hate that is about Him. In that light me 
have found the redeeming presence of God. 


Solvent. 


I've paid my dues to the D. A. R., 

Colonial Dames and Eastern Star, 

The P. T. A. and the U. D.C. 

American Legion Auxiliary, — 
College Alumnae—that check’s made— 
Country Club statement is due and paid; 
Everything’s settled—clean wiped slate. 
My Church pledge? ... Well... 


; 
It will just have to wait. 


—The Dauphin Way. Baptist. 
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Gen. 27:1 (I) .. 
Deut. 6:3-7 (I). 
Job 5:17 (1)..... 
Job 11:18a (I). 
Job 34:21 (I)... 
Psa. 21:4 (1... 
Psa... 2534. (TF. 
Psa. 34:1-19 (I).. 
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Isa. 25:9-12 (1).. 
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Overflow 


>salm 25:4. “O Lord, teach me thy paths.’ 
Thess. 4:9. “Ye are taught of God to love.” 


The love of God I cannot know 
In all its wealth of overflow: 


In depth, unfathomed as the sea, 
Tall stars, in its sublimity, 
Its might, the tug of gravity, 


Enduring as eternity. 


-God’s love in full I cannot know— 
I fill my cup from His overflow! 
Rev, Frank P. Fleacher, Laconia, N. H. 
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with Candlelight Services > 
ANY churches find candlelight cere- 


monies an effective attendance-builder. 
These services appeal to the entire congre- 
gation by roviding active participation for 
each member. More and more pastors are 
turning to Emkay Candlelight Services to 
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church. 
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DESIGNED AND PRODUCED by 


\ THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. DEPT. £, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO f 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 


“TRUE TO THE WORD” 


Lesson Quarterlies For Pupils 
for all ages and departments. Also lesson leaflets and Sunday 
School papers for weekly distribution. 
FOLLOWING THE UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Lesson Helps For Teachers Superintendents, 
and Preachers 


Teachers’ quarterlies and valuable lesson helps for superin- 
tendents, Bible students and preachers. 


UPPORT THE PUBLICATIONS YOU WANT CONTINUED 


Chicago Methodist Temple, Chicago, Illinois 


A BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 
INVITES REVERENCE 


HERE is inspiration in the beauty 
of an appropriately furnished 
church, for it provides a truly fitting 
background for worship. And for 
church furniture of rare beauty, fine 
craftsmanship, liturgical correctness, 
and practical serviceability—many of 
the nation’s most beautiful churches 
have chosen furniture of American 
Seating Company. 
You can make no wiser choice for 


your own church. Depend on Amer- 
ican Seating Company for all your 
needs in pulpit and communion sets, 
chancel furniture, carved-wood figures, 
fonts, lecterns, tables, folding chairs, 
and Sunday School equipment. If you 
plan to build, remodel, 6r refurnish— 
it will pay you to consult’ with our 
Church Furniture Designers. No ob- 
ligation, of course. Write now for 
details. < 


~ 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan © Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 
WORLD'S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 
Manufacturer of Church, School, Auditorium, Theatre, Transportation, Stadium Seating, and Folding Chairs 
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